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INTRODU CTION. 
F there ever was a Collection which 
7 3 /*00d in no Need of any Recommen” 
dation to the Publick, but what 
its own intrifick Worth and Uſe 


faluſs would ſupply, we have all the Reaſon in 
the World to put the following one in that * 


We Author of theſe Letters has "thought pro- 
per to addreſs them to a Perſon of bigh Di- 
Alinction and Eminence; whoſe great Abilities, 
and uncorrupt Adminiſtration; whoſe thorough 
Knowledge of foreign Afairs, and the true In- 
tereſt of Britain, for a long Term of Years have 
| been ſo fully manifeſted in a Conduct wholly 
conſiſtent with theſe; and which. has well an- 
fwer'd the rais'd Eupectation of a People, whoſe 
important Aﬀairs have been committed chiefly 
to his Direftion, that they have the Happineſs 
not only to find their Country, at preſent, in the 
moſt flouriſhing Condition; but of a Proſpect, if 
they ſhould be much longer bleſſed with his Ma- 
nagement, that Poferity may feel the Eỹects of 
it, for many Generations Fo come. 


Thy 


ii INTRODUCTION 
Tho" how exalted and deſerving ſoever the Per- 


fon might be ta whom. they were dir efted; the 


Subject they treat of, muſt certainly be hooked 
upon to be of much greater Importance, to the 


. elfare and Honour of theſe Kingdoms, than 


its poſſible ta ſuppoſe any ſingle Miniſter will 


ever be thought, when we once become ſo unfortu- 


nate as'to be deprived of HIM, to whom we are 


fo greatly indebtcd for FRY preſent Proſperity 
of his Country. 


The following Sheets diſcloſe #he True Briton, 
in every Period, warm in the Cauſe of Liberty, 
and the People; aiming at our national E/tabliſh- 


ment and Glory; to revive our Trade, vindicate 


our injur'd Rights, and raiſe Great-Britain 70 
its ancient Splendor, ſo as to enable"us for ever 
4% ſupport that Weight and Influence, which 
through all paſt Ages diſtinguiſp'd our publick 
Counſels, in all the Courts of Europe. Here 
France is painted in her true Colours ; ber Ca- 
binet of Secrets laid open; and the Defigns, and 
Artifices of ber M. — to carry the exorbitant 
Schemes he has projected, to encreaſe the Trade, 
aud enlarge the Dominions aud Power of that 
Kingdom, into Execution, are here ſo unravelled 
and ſo thoroughly expos'd, that unleſs we are 


ob/linately blind ta our own Interefl, and 
deter mind 


INTRODUCTION. iii 
determin'd upon Ruin, will certainly open Our 
Eyes, and alarm us to a provident Care in time, 


that it ſhall never be in the Power of our Ene- 


mies to make us wear the Chains, which with ſo 


much $ ecrecy and Art "ay have been forging upon 


US, 


Thoſe who would be fully informid of the 
Preſent State of the Nation; what really is its 
true Intereſt ; and what are the Belt, mot pro- 
vable Means to purſue and attain it in the preſent 
hazardous Conjuncture, will find the important 
Point, we dare anſwer for it, clear'd up in theſe 
Sheets, in the moſt fatisfaFory Manner, that 

they could poſſibly expeft or defrre, 


Theſe who would arquaiut themſelves with 

the Views and di ferent Intereft of the princt- 
pal Courts of Europe; and in what Manner 
zhey interfere or coincide with thoſe of their 
own Country, may here attain that Knowledge 
from a Gentleman, univerſally allow'd to bave 
jo thoroughly underſtood theſe, that if bis pus- 
lick Employ had been equal to his Acquirements 
and Abilities, he would have been diſtinguiſod 
in that Lift of Stateſmen, which our Britiſh 
Annals do the moſt Honour 70, 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


"Tis needleſs to ſay more; the Albans Wark 


will ſay enough : If his Directions are attend. 
ed to, we may yet be a happy People; courted and 


fear'd; i F not, ten thouſand to one, but we re- 
gent, and are G—, 
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To the Ri ght Honourable 


WRE—  F— Sc. &c: 
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LETTER IL 


I AVING promiſed the Publick a 

WhWyſtem of Politicks, or rather a 
Plan of Operations, for reicuing the 
dErE Nation from the Difficulties and 
1— Panger into which the Ingratitude 
and Perfidy of Vance and Spain have plunged 
Her, I moſt humbly beg your Patronage of ſo 
honeſt and neceſſary a Work. I am {till untinc- 
tured with Party-Prejudices, 1 am altogether 
unbiaſs d by popular Clamour, I am quite averſe 

aer 


to Miſrepre 3, and diſdain any ungene- 
2 rous 
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rous Means to diſtreſs You; wherefore, as ! 
wiſh You no Harm, I hope I ſhall give You no 
Offence, in ſpeaking with that Freedom which 
is attach'd to the Birth-Right of a Briton, when 
accompany'd with Duty to his King and Coun- 
try, and a becoming Reſpect to their Miniſter. 

I with, with all my Soul, Sir, that the Con- 
vention had beer /uch as to have deſerved univer- 
ſal Approbation; but in my humble Opinion, 
Mr. Keene deſerves Cenſure for the Preamble to 
it. We were CoMPLAINANTS, we were DE- 
ANDERS of Satisfaction for the atroce/? A. 
fronts, the greateſt Injuries that, perhaps, any 
one inde pendant Nation had ever received from 


another; and after fruitleſs Treaties, after nu- 


merous, tedious Negotiations to no Purpoſe, 
We arm'd at a vaſt Expence to obtain that Sa- 
tisfattion for the numberleſs Robberies committed 
upon Us by the Spaniards, which had been ſo 
long and ſo infolently denied to our Solicitations 
and Entreaties; We arm'd, | ſay, to obtain 
that Satisfaftion, and to vindicate the HoxouR 
of our INSULTED Country, and therefore the 
Preamble to the Convention ought to have been 
couch'd in a Stile ſuitable to the Occaſion, in- 

ſtead of obliquely giving the Lye, in the Face 
of all Europe, to the Reſolutions of both Houles 

of Parliament, and their reſpective Addreſſes to 
our Sovereign. —— * Whereas, ſays the Pre- 
« amble, Differences have ariſen between the 
* two Crowns of Greai-Britain and Spain, on 


„Account of the Viſiting, Searching, and 


« Taking of Veſſels, the Seizing of Effects, 
the Regulating of Limits, and oTHsER 
«© (GRIEVANCES 


(3) 
* GRIEVANCES alledged ON EACH SIDE, as 
« well in the Veſt-Indies as ELSEWHERE, c.“ 
Here, Sir, permit Me to oblerve, that Dife- 
rences is a very loft, a very tender Word, in- 
deed, for Plunders, Robberies, Impriſonments 
and Murders, Permit me likewiſe to obſerve 
further, that the Searching and Taking of Velſels, 
and the | Seizing of Effects, ſeem to have been 
but the Conſequences of VisiTiNG, as the 
Word is placed in the Preamble, and the 


FiNDiNG contraband Goods on board. This at 


firit Sight diſculps the Spaniards, throws all 
the Fault upon Britons, makes Us guilty of 


carrying on an illicit Trade, and gives the 


World to underſtand, that We have been un- 
juſt, both in our Complaints and our Conduct. 
The Words, © and other Grievances alledged on 
« each Side as well in the Weſt-[ndtes, as elſe- 
% where, &c.” I apprehend too are very far 
from being to our Advantage; on each Side, 


may be conitrued that Damages were egua/ on 


both Sides; that the Spaniards had as good a 
Right to complain of Injuries, and demand Sa- 
tisfaction, as We had; and, contequently, that 
the Noiſe We made about our Loſſes was a 
Clamour as unjuſtifiable as our Trace was illicit. 
If fo, Sir, what becomes of the Reſolutious and 
Addreſſes of the Legiſlature, and his Majeſty's 
moſt gracious and heroick Anſwers to Them? 
Regulating of Limits and elſewhere, are alto 
„Words of a large Extent; they prognotticate 
no great Succeis to Us in a future Treaty, and 
may as well ſquint at Port-Mabon, Gibraltar 
and Jamaica, as at Georgia. I may, perhaps, 

e "C 


1 85 
be ſingular in my Opinion; I with I may be ſa; 
but had I been in Mr. Keene's Place, I wonid as 
foon have parted with my Right-hand, as have 
ſign'd ſuch a Preamble; or, indeed, any Pre- 
amble that was not to the following Purport. 
„ Whereas the Governors of the Havanna, 


« Porto-Rico, and other Places in the Spani/þ 


« He/-Jndies, have, contrary to the Intentions 


de of his Catholick Majeſty, and in Violation of 
«© the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two 


« Crowns of Great-hritain and Spain, com- 
« miſſion'd Guarda Coſtas to cruize on all Britifh 
« Ships {ailing to and from Great-Britain and 
« her American Colonies; and whereas the ſaid 
Guarda Coftas have, contrary to the above 
_ *« Treaties and the Law of Nations, ſeiged and 
e made Prize of ſeveral Britth Ships on the 
« high Seas, and allo treated the Commanders 
« and Crews of the ſaid Ships with a Barbarity 
<* never before practiſed among civilized Na- 
tions, nor ever known amongſt the moſt 
cruel Barbarians, to the great Damage of the 
« Merchants of Great-Britain, to the Stagnation 
* of their Trade, and to the high Diſhonour of 
*© the Britiſh Nation. And whereas the Km 
of Great-Þritain, through his paternal At- 
« fection to his Subjects, and the Protection He 
* owes Them, by his Kingly Office, and from 
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* the Dignity of his Crown, has cauſed the 
« manifold Depredations, Plunders, Murders, 
Impriſonments, and other Cruelties, Barbari- 
ties, and Injuſtices committed by the Spant/ 
5 Governors and Guarda Coſtas, on the 2 
28. An 


a juſt Regard to his own perſonal Honour and 
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Ca. 
te and Perſons of his ſaid Subjects, to be repre- 
« ſented to his Catholic Majeſty, with Demand 
«« of immediate Satisfaction for the ſame; and 
* his Catholick Majeſty, through his known 


Equity and Juſtice, and Abhorrence of ſuch 


© barbarous Proceedings in his Subjects, bein 

ce diſpoſed not only to give the ſaid Satisfaction, 
« and ample Security againſt ſuch Injuries and 
*« Inſults for the future, but to ſhew the bro- 
* therly Affection He has for his Þritanaick 
« Majeſty, as well as Regard for the Honour of 
«© the Þritih Nation, and manitelt the Sincerity 
« of his Intentions to prevent an open Rupture 
© between the two Crowns; for theſe Reaſons 
« his Majeſty the King of Great-Britain, and 
his Majeſty the King of Spain have, Sc.“ 


— 


* 


” 


A Preamble of this Nature, Sir, would have 


become a Nation pofieſſed of two hundred Men 
of War, and ſuch a Preamble it is not to be 
doubted but Mr. Keene had Inſtructions to inſiſt 
upon, and which it is as little to be doubted 
was refuſed by Spain, through the wnderhand 
In/tications of France. Hy 
I am fo thoroughly perſuaded that You have 
not only Bowels for your Country, but Talents 
to ſerve Her effectually, tho' ſome ſanguine 
Writers will not allow that You have either; 
this, I ſay, I am ſo thoroughly perſuaded of, 
that I am morally ſure nothing has been want- 
ing on your Side, as far as the almoſt inſuperable 
Obſtacles you met with would give You Leave 
to cxert Yourſeit. But alas! Sir, thoſe Obſta- 
cles, by the Principal of which I mean the A.- 
tifices and under band 1nitipucs of France, will 
1 always 


(8) 


always exiſt, except Vou reſolve to rouſe up all 
that is worthy and great in You, and courageou/ly 
determine to break thro' Them. When You 
take that Reſolution, fo worthy of Yourſelf, 
fo worthy of a Mini/ter of Great-Britain, I dare 
to venture to pronounce: You triumphant. As 
the Lion in the Toils ſtood in need of the Aſi- 
france of the Mouſe, I ſhall humbly make You 
an offer of mine in ſuch practicable Advice, as 
with your Approbation can hardly fail to diſin- 
tangle your Country, bring down the Haughti- 
neſs of Spain, and turn the Tables once more 
upon France. But, previous to that Advice, 
give Me leave, Sir, to offer a Word or two 
concerning the Conduct of the Court of Ver- 
failles, and to quit the Convention without pre- 
ſuming to meddle with any of the Articles of 
it. we. 
If you have been reprehenſible in any Part 
l of your Conduct, as to foreign Affairs, You 
have been in n#hing more fo than in the Con- 
fidence You have had in the Faith and Honour 
of the French Court. Candid, grateful and ſin- 
cere in Yourſelf, you thought the French Mini- 
er would repay You with equal Candour, Sin- 
| cerity and Gratitude ; this indeed would have 
ö | been but natural for You to expect, if Hiſtory, 
HS for near eleven Centuries, had not warn'd You 
that no Truſt is to be repoſed in the Gratitude 
or Honour of the French Miniſters and their | 
[ | Monarchs. France has had but one Charlemagne, . 
{ 25 but one St. Louis, and but one Charles VII, in 
all the Courſe of her Monarchy. I am there- 


fore afraid that your Credulity and good ons 
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. 
of Her has made your Country her Dupe; and 


if We are become ſo, We muſt now implore 
vour utmoſt Endeayours to ſhield Us from her 
Habit, and that Power to which your Cor- 
duct, tho* without any ill Intention on your 
Side, has contributed to raiſe Her, 
If France has delign'd Us no Evil ſince the 
happy Acceſſion of the auguſt Houſe of Hanover 
to the Crown of Great-Britcin, how came the 
preſent French King to take upon Himſelf to 
PROMISE King Philip to procure Him the. Re- 
ſloration of Gibraltar? That Louis XV, pro- 
miſed ſuch a Thing, is evident from his own 
* Mani fe/to publiſn'd at Paris the gth of Fanu-. 
ary 1719, N. S. and I think it is as evident that, 
after ſuch a Piece of what- ſhall I call it, 
Sir? in preſuming to promiſe any Part of 
our Dominions to another Prince, Pritain ought 
to have kept the French Court at Arms-Length, 
inſtead of chiming in with, or at leaſt permit- 
ting the Progreſs of thoſe Meaſures that have, 
ſince the Death of Queen Anne, contributed to 
the preſent overgrown monſerous Power of France. 
If France has defign'd Us no Evil ſince the 
Death of Queen Anne, why did She, in Vio- 
lation of that ſo much, by the Daily Gageteer 
Writers, cry'd-out-againſt Treaty of Urrecht, 
OPEN the HarBouk of DunxIRrsk, and put 
it in a Condition zo receive Ships of 40 or $9. 
Guns? And why did Great-Pritain indolently 
and tamely /uffer ſo g/aring a VIoLATION of 
one 


* Toe Nerds are, his Majeſty's Promiſe fo procure Him the Re. 
Notation cf Gibraltar, eic jo ſorib/y touches the tobole Spauiſh 
Ration, and which her King bas i carne drfired of a eng {ame 
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wean'd Them from Us? 
She not allo endedvouring, with all her uſual 


n 
one of the very belt Articles of the Treaty of 


Utrecht ? | 


If France has no Evil in Petto for Us and the 


_ Proteſtant Religion, why is She endeavouring to 
defeat tne King of Pruſſia of his Right to the 


Dutchies of Juliers and Bergue? And why is 
She putting Herſelf to what would be other- 


wile a needleſs, and, indeed, very uſeleſs Ex- 
pence in mating a Harbour at Gravelines, in ad- 
ding new Fortifications to Boulogne, and in forti- 


Hes and enlarging the Port of Cherbourg ? If 
She bas no latent Deſigns againſt Britain, why 
is She fortifying ſo many Frontiers at once juſt 


oppoſite to Us? 


If France has no Deſigns againſt our preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhment, why has She enter'd into 


a Treaty of Subfidy with Sweden, which will 


colt Her Nine Millions of Livres, in order to 
keep that Crown from entering into any Treaty 
for ten Years to come, with any Power in Europe, 
by which is principally meant Great-Britain, 
without the Conſent of France? And why She 
has been leaving no Stone unturn'd to bring 
Denmark to accept of the like Sublidy upon the * 
like Conditions? Are theſe Meaſures any Tokens 
of Friendſhip to Us; or are they not rather 


Prognoſticks of ſome ſudden Miſchief defign'd 


againſt our Country, when France has lecured 
all our antient Allies to Herſelf, or at leaſt 
With this View is 


Arts and Intrigues, to get Ria into an Alliance 
with Her? If She ſucceeds She doubles our 
Ditficultics. 3 

Our 


(1 ) 

Our News Papers tell Us that France is like» 
wiſe making a Treaty with Spain for the reci- 
 procal Security of their Trade and Navigation in 
America; can You then, Sir, if this News be 
true, have a clearer Demonſtration that the [+ 
trigues of Verſailles have clogg'd all your Ne- 
gociations at Madrid for obtaining Satisfaction 
for our plunder'd Merchants, future Security 
for our Trade, and Reparation of Honour for 
our inſulted Country? No, Sir, You cannot; 
France has clogg'd all your Meaſures, and tra- 
verſed every Step of your Conduct for the In- 
tereſt of Britain, even when You were obliging 
Her moſt. Burt in the Return She has all along 
made You, She has not been more ungrateful 
nor more unjult to You and Great-Britain, than 
ſhe has been to all other Perſons and States that 
ever were lerviceable to Her. MNaples, Sicily 
in general, and the ſacrificed People of Meffina 
in particular, Cyprus, Genoa, Poland, Metz in 
Lorrain, Ireland, King James II, the Duke of 
Mantua, and a Multitude of other illuſtrious 
Perſons and Places, are ftanding Monuments of 
her Perhdy and Ingratitude, and will remain ſo 
to the lateſt Poſterity. Pilate, who Hiſtorians 
lay, was a Frenchman (that is, born in the 
Country now call'd France) put the Queſtion 
to our Lord IESUS CHRISH Ruid ef Peritas? 
But did not ſtay for an Anſwer; which was 
ſufficient to ſhew, that his Countrymen of old 
had not the leaſt Acquaintance with Truth, 
and that He had as little Delire to know Her as 
any of Them. His chi his Hands demon- 
trated that He had | cen a {ſhuffling Raſcal 46 
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Origine; and I know a certain modern Miniſter, 
who, perhaps, by Way of Imitation, is always 
_ rubbing his Hands over one another, and ſmile- 
ing moſt graciouſly when He is promiſing any 
thing He never intends to perform, and nego- 
ciatipg with a Deſign to deceive. _ 

Sir, when I think how France has uſed You, 
how She has abuſed your but too fatally good 
Opinion of Her, I can hardly keep within the 
Bounds of Patience. You know beſt, indeed, 
what Advances, what Proffers of her good Offices 
She made to You, for accommodating Matters 


between Great-Britain and Spain, when She law 


the Reſentment of Britons beginning to kindle 
into Rage at the daily Wrongs They received, 
and the haughty, the affected Delays of the 
_ Spaniſh Court to give Them Satisfaction. Theſe 
Things, I ſay, You are certainly the beſt Judge 
of; but the whole Britiſb Nation may now 
caſily perceive, that while the French pretended 
to the Office of Mediators, They practiſed that 
of Sowers of Contention, and took the Oppor- 
tunity of our arming, to make a Marriage be- 
tween the Infant Don Pritie and the eldeſt 
Daughter of Louis XV, if not likewile another 
between the Daveain and the eldeſt Infants of 
Spain. Thoſe Marriages threaten Us with the 
moſt dangerous Conſequences. The eldeſt Ma- 
DAME of France is to arrive in Spain before the 
£xpiration of the eight Months allow'd for our 
Treaty, now begun, I ſuppoſe, with the Ca- 
tholict Court; and then every Man may gueſs 
how the Treaty is likely to go. 
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If but the firſt of thoſe Marriages takes 


Place, the Treaty may ſpin out not only eig h- 


Months, but likewiſe until the Dxs io Ns of 
France and Spain AGAINST Us are ripe for 
Execution. Beſides, Sir, it is eaſy to foreſee, by 


that Marriage, that the Dux E of Lorain is 
not to continue long GREAT DukE of TuscaNx, 


nor the EMPEROR Fo HOLD the PossEsSSION 


of PARMA and PLACENTIA. No, Sir, thoſe 


three Dutchies will, in all human Appearance, 
fall to the Share of Don Philip, and very pro- 
bably be erected into a Kingdom, for the 
greater Grandeur of the eldeſt Madame A 
France: Nay, Sir, his Imperial Majeſty will 
alſo, in all Probability be /ript of the Mi LA- 
NEZE too, if another Marriage takes Place that 
is talk'd of, between the ſecond Madam of 
France and the King of Sardinia's eldeſt Son; 
the Conſequence w all which will be the put- 
ting the Emperor further out of Condition of 


being an uſeful Ally to Great-Britain upon any 
future Occaſion; to which the Turkih War, 


privately kept up by France, under the Mask 
of a pretended Mediation, will further contri- 
bute. And yet this is not all the Damage We 
are to expect from thoſe Marriages, or even 
the firſt of them; a total Prohibition of our 
Trade to the greateſt Part of Italy will imme- 
diately follow, if We don't patiently ſubmit to 


the Search and Seizure of our Ships by the 


Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas in the American Seas, and 
the Confiſcation of them by the Courts of Judi- 
cature in the Spaniſh We/t-Indies; or if We don't 
in Time exert that Strength, of which our Situ— 
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ation, and the Products of theſe Iſlands, and the 


the Seas that ſurround them, have till left Us 
' Maſters, notwithſtanding all loſt Opportunities, 


and all paſt Errors. _ 
A late Dutch Mail tells Us, in the Article 


from Madrid, that the Spaniſh King lent Orders 


to all his Sea-Ports in Spain, for an Account of 
the Number of Seamen belonging to them, and 
that their Number, after an exact Enquiry, 


was found to amount to 30,0003 of which I 


may venture to affirm, that half are natural- 
born Subjects of Britain. The ſame Mail fur- 


ther ſays, that the Spaniards are fitting out a 


Fleet at Cadiz with all poſſible Expedition, 


But what Service can it be for, Sir, except 
againſt Tuſcany, if You are ſure of the Intentions 
of Spain to grant that future Security to our 


Trade and Navigation in America, which not 
only our Honour, but even our Preſervation ob- 


liges Us to inſiſt upon, let the Expence, or even 


the Danger be never ſo great? It is better to 


die like Men, with our Swords in our Hands, 


than to nepociate Ourſelves into the wretched, 
the deſpicable Condition of being trampled upon 
and treated as Slaves, by a Nation, that, not- 


withſtanding all their Pride and Inſolence, never 


were, nor ever can be a Match for Us but thro? 
our own Fault, whether that Fault proceeds 
from Infatuation, or from that greater Curſe 

Corruption, 5 | 
A ſafe and honourable Peace I am afraid You 
can never expect from Spain, without the Mx- 
DIATION of BLows, as long as the Intrigues 
of France can prevent it. Main, indeed, ſeems 
to 
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to liſten to Terms of Accommodation, and has 


even fign'd a Convention; but, Sir, may not this 


poſſibly be all Grimace on her Side? Does She 
not want to get home her Aſſopues Ships and. 


her Galleons, in which the Woor of Great- 


Britain and Ireland has given the French the 


beſt Share? When they arrive, which I dare 


venture to ſay will be before the Treaty is fi- 
niſh'd, You may perhaps hear Her change her 


Note. 


Give me leave, Sir, to conclude in reminding 
You, that Lows XV, not only promiſed, bur 
ENGAGED Himſelf to obtain for the King of 


Spain the RESTITUTION of GIBRALTAR; 
theſe, Sir, are the very Words of the French 


King's Mani feſto; but upon what Grounds He 


made ſo unprecedented a Promiſe, and cnter'd 
into ſo ſurprizing an Engagement, I ſhall not 
enquire. The Promiſe is made, the Engage- 
ment is enter'd into, the King of Spain will al- 
ways inſiſt upon the Performance of them, and 
the French King has likewiſe an Intereſt to per- 
form them if poſſible; becauſe He then removes 
the great Ba R which the Treaty of Utrecht put 
to the Junction of the Toulon and Bre Squa- 
drons, which is one of the beſt Things that ever 


hath been done for Britain. This Promiſe of 


the French King is indeed, Sir, a knotty Point; 
and (I repeat it once more) my humble Opinion 
is, that We can have no {olid Peace with Spain, 
let Her ſign never ſo many Conventions and 


Treaties, as long as Gibraltar remains in our 


Hands, or until We bravely declare to Her, by 
the Mouths of our Cannon, that Þ: itain is now 
| Apr relolyed 
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(16) 
reſolved to bury Herſelf in her own Ruins, ra- 
ther than either 1NGLORIOUSLY part with Gr- 


'BRALTAR, or baſely ſubmit to Depredations or 


Inſults, through any Conſiderations whatſoeyer. 

As I have thus, with the Freedom of a Br7- 
ton, and, I hope, with the Good-Manners and 
Politeneſs of a Gentleman, given You my 
Opinion of the preſent Situation of our Affairs, 
I ſhall, in my next, if You pleaſe to permit 
Me, give You my Advice how to 2 + your 


Country again to that Figure in Europe which 


She made in the moſt glorious Part of the 
Reign of Queen Anne. 1 

I have the Honour to be, with ſincere Wiſhes 
for your Preſervation, and profound Reſpect 


SIR, Your moſt bumble 
Maſt obedient 


Mot devoted Servant, 

Grey's Inn, ; 
March 12, 1739- 
CALEB D'ANVERS, 


LETTER 


rn 


SIR. 


N Hoes the humble Advice I am go- 


Britain againſt the Deſigns of her 
Enemies, will be ſo far from giving 
i You Offence, that it will rather re- 

ceive your Approbation. I have, Sir, with a 

very impartial Attention, read all the Pamphlets 
that have hitherto appear'd in Defence of the 

Convention lately concluded with Spain, and find 

that They generally agree in libelling Great- 

Britain, in making the Spaniards much hone/ter 
Men than Britons, and in declaring ar ain/t our 
attacking the Galleons, Aſſogues Ships or Hlotilla; 

and that too for the laudable Reaſon that the 

FRENCH, forfooth, KAVE THE GREATEST 
SHARE IN THEM; thole very French, who, 
through a Redundance of Friendſhip for Us, 
have lately trump'd up their o/d dict of 1701, 
againſt our Trade, becauſe They did not find 
our Miniſters ſuch abandon'd Blockheads, or 
ſuch Traitors to their Country, as to enter into 


the 


ing to offer You, in Behalf of Greg 
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the new Treaty of Commerce propoſed by 
France, which was viſibly calculated for our 
Ruin. For this Reaſon, and this Reaſon alone, 
the Court of Verſailles has trump'd up an Edict 
againſt Us, that had lain fo long forgotten, and 
was made at a Time when a Rupture between 
the two Nations was unavoidable. Behold' the 


Stability of French Friendſhip, and the deſtruc- 


tive Terms upon which alone it can be pre- 
ſerved ! But, Sir, let France and her Friend- 
ſhip go to the D—1; — This is the firſt Arti- 
cle of Advice I humbly take leave to give You, 


and I hope You will liſten to it. Our Hiſtory 


is crowded. with Examples that We never were 


in ſo ſecure a Condition, nor ever made ſo glo- 
rious 2 Figure in Europe, as when French Malice 


and Enmity ran higheſt openly againſt Us. A 


thouſand ſhining Inſtances in our Annals have 
convinced Us, that the Arms of France never 
can triumph over Britain until her Gold has 


corrupted our Miniſters, which, even by the 


Confeſſion of your Adverſaries, I think We are 
not in any great Danger of, and until her In- 
trigues and her Friendſbip have reduced Us to a 


Condition too low to withſtand Her. To reduce 


Us to ſuch a Condition has, indeed, been all 
her Drift ſince the Death of Queen Anne. To 
this End has She not been always cajoling and 


endeavouring to fineſs Us into one Treaty or 


other, in order to further Her own private In- 
tereſt and ſtrengthen her Hands? Was it not 
with this very View that She bamboozled the 


Dutch into their fatal Neutrality during the late 


War, which as fatally ſerved for a Precedent 
here? 


25 (19) 
here? Was it not with this View that She fo 
long underhand ſpirited up the Spaniards in all 


their Villainies againſt our Merchants, in all 


their Barbarities to our Seamen, in all their In- 
ſolence to Britain? Was it not with this View 
that She threw perpetual underhand Obſtacles 
in your Way, when your Eng/ih Heart bled 
for the wounded Honour of your Country and 
the Murder of your Countrymen? And is it not 


apparent, that with this very View, She is now 


contracting Alliances, making Marriages, and 


{till encroaching upon every Branch of our 


Trade, and ſtealing our Woo! ? Can then, Sir, 


any Briton, but one that as impudently as in- 
humanly rejoices at the Ruin of his Country, 


dare to ſay, that We ought not to attack the 


King of Spain's Galleons, or Hotilla, or Aſogues 


Ships, in Caſe of a War, becauſe the french 


have the greateſt Share in Them ? If the French 


really have the greateſt Share in Them, which 
[ firmly believe, and am morally ſure is owing 
to the Britih and Iriþ Wool clandeſtinely ka- 
ported to France, that very Article ſeems to Me 
an undemable Reaſon why We ought to attack 
thoſe Ships. If France has at preſent the great- 
eſt Share of tlie Wealth bronght from the 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies, I hope this is the laſt Time it 


will be ſo; the Remedy lies in our own Hands; 


You know the Remedy, Sir, and can apply it 
if You pleaſe before the Parliament breaks up. 


Should then the ſame Argument ever be made 
ule of again, upon any future Occalion, We thall 


know at whoſe Door to lay the Fault. If ſuch 
an Argument as hath been alledged in the Pam- 
1 phlets 
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phlets I have mention'd, muſt always hold good 


againſt our attacking the King of Spain's Ships, 


and if no effectual Provi//ou be made this Seſſion 
of Parliament againſt the Exportation of Britiſh 
and Iriſb Mol; J moſt humbly think, Sir, that 
it would be better Policy in Us to fit down, 
and, with Patience and Submiſſion, look on the 
Captures of our Merchantmeu by the Spaniſh 


Guarda Coſtas, the Plunder of our Merchants, 


the Impriſoument and Murder of our Seamen, 
and the Deſtruction of our Wet India Trade, 
rather than haſten on our Poverty, and conſe- 
quently the Ruin of the Monarchy, by needlels 
Expences, in equipping out Squacrons and Fleets 
that dare not attack the Spaniſb Galleons and 
Flotilla, for fear of injuring, and conſequently 
provoking the French, who have been the under- 
hand Inſtigators of all the Affronts and Damages 
We have received from Spain, and the Fomenters 
of all the Animolity of that Nation to Us upoz 
Account of GIBRALTAR; which important 
Fortreſs, the only Acquiſition of Conſequence 
that We have left for Two Hundred Millions 
Sterling ! France very /u/lily PROMISED AWAY 
from Great-Britain, Hear this, O Britons / 
Keep it ever freſh in your Minds again that 

woful Day for Spain, and perhaps for France 
(oo; that Day of Wrath, in which You ſhall be 
permitted to draw your Swords, in Spite of all 
french Iutrigues and Spaniſh Kvaſions, to take 

ample Vengeance for the Injuries and Dithonou 

your Country has received ! 
The Mriters of the Daily Gazetteer have allo 
been very blameable in their Conduct, relating 
0 


Gets 
to the Diſpute about the Neceſſity of a War to 


vindicate our Trade and our Honour, or a bafe 


Submiſſion to the Wrongs We received from 


the Hands of the Spamards until the Convention 


put a Stop to Them. Whenever the People of 
this Metropolis, fired at the Proceedings of 
Spain, and provoked at the babarous Treatment 
and Murder of their Countrymen in Cathotick 
Priſons, cried out for a War, and whenever 
their Cry was ſeconded by that of the whole 
Nation without Doors, they were immediately 
magiſterially ask'd, „ere was the Money to be 


Had for carrying on the War © Was not the Na- 


tion already incumber*d with a heavy Debt, and 
the People charged with as many Taxes as They 
could bear? All this, or Arguments to the ſame 
Effect, were always urged home upon Us when- 
ever We talk'd of the Wece//ity of cha/?izing the 
Spaniards before They would or could be 
brought to flop their Depredations, This, ! 
ſay, Sir, was ever urged home to ſtop the Cry 
of the Publick for a War, rather than continue 
ſtgmatized SpeFators of the Ruin of our Amer i- 
can Trade, and the daily Difhonour done to the 
Flag of Great-Britain; but the worthy Gentle- 


men that argued thus learnedly in Politicks 


againſt a War, and the Impoſſibility of carrying 
it on, never vouchſafed all the while, to thew 
Us the Impoſſibility there had been in Twerty- 
frve Years Peace either to reduce the National 
Debt lower than it is, or to take off thoſc 
Taxes that now lie heavieſt on the Poor, and 
are the greateſt Clog to the little Trade Wie 
have left, —— No, Sir, not a Word to that 

2.2 Pur po. 
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Purpoſe could We hear from Them, tho? it 


would certainly have been no ſmall Satisfaction 


to Britons to know, that the Continuance of 


the Publick Debt and their Taxes, had not in 


any Meaſure been owing either to the Want of 
Integrity, or the Want of Abilities in the Gen- 
tlemen who have been fo long at the Helm. 
But whenever Spaniſh Inſolence and Spaniſh De- 
predations were out of the Queſtion, if we Our- 
ſelves complain'd of the yilible Decay of almoſt 
every Branch of our Trade, through the Ex- 
croachments of France, if We were unealy at the 
long Continuance of the Publick Debt in a Time 
of Peace, and thought our Taxes too heayy for 
Us to bear, the ſame logical Gentlemen were 
ever as ready to aſſure Us, that there had been 
no Period of Time in which the Trade of 
Hngland was fo flouriſhing, or the Nation ſo 
rich and powerful as at that very Inſtant; and 
to evince the Truth of what they aſſerted, and 
to ſhew Us our Ingratitude to the Miniſtry, for 
the Peace and Plenty We wallow'd in by their 
Conduct, our vaſt National Caſh, the Goodneſs 
of our Credit both at home and abroad, the 
crowding of Foreigners into our Funds, the 


prodigious Quantity of our Plate, the as pro- 
digious Number and Value of our Diamonds 


and other precious Stones, our magnificent Build- 
ings, our ſumptuous Furniture, our ſplendid 
Equipages (and other Marks of tome People's 
Luxury and Corruption, rather than of the Na- 
tion's Riches) were all lugg'd into the Argu- 
ment to bear Witneſs againſt our Complaints of 
the Decay of our Trade, by the Encroachments 


of 


of the French, and the Depredations of the 
Spaniards. On the 13th of January laſt, the 
French were likewiſe repreſented by Them as 
our beft Friends and Aſſiſters; but, indeed, 
thoſe ſelf-conſiſtent Gentlemen, who know fo 
well how to argue pro and con to ſerve a Turn, 
have in a much later Paper acknowledged the 
French to be our Rivals in Trade. A Confeſſion 
for which We are obliged to the univerſal Diſ- 
like which the Convention met with without 
Doors, notwithſtanding all its Merit. 

Now, Sir, as cither one or the other of theſe 
Methods of arguing muſt be abſolutely falſe, 
becauſe They are diametrically oppoſite, which 
of Them will You pleaſe to adopt? MNeither, 
Sir, if You pleaſe to liſten to my humble Ad- 
vice; becauſe ncither of Them can poſſibly do 
Vou any Honour with the intelligent Part of 
Mankind, either Britons or Foreigners, the pre- 
{ent State of our Affairs duly conſider' d 

Nor, in my humble Opinion, is thoſe Gen- 
tlemens Conduct leis blamadle in printing the 
Lift of Common-Council of London. The World 


looks upon it as a Sneer at, or rather an Inſult 


on the City; and if either, it cannot ſtrengthen 
your Credit or Intereit there. If chere is but 


ONE Heſt-India Merchant in the Common-Council, 


which the Daily Gazetteer took Notice of in 
Capitals, that did not leflen the Weight of the 
City Petition to the Parliament; it being welF 
known that the We/i-India Merchants petition'd 
in a Body by Themſelves. Had there not been 
even one Merchant of any Denomination in the 


Common-Council, as there are leyeral, that re- 
ſpectable 
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ſpectable Body is compoſed of Men, ſeveral of 
whom are of great Fortune and Figure in this 
Metropolis; Woollen-Drapers, Linnen-Drapers, 
Dyers, Packers, Mercers, Grocers, Druggiſts, 
Tobacconiſts, Smiths, Braziers, Coopers, Apo- 
thecaries, Surgeons, Attorneys, Printers, Book- 
ſellers, and ſeveral others, whom, for Brevity's 
Sake, I omit, as I have mention'd theſe without 
Order or Diſtinction, are highly uſeful to their 
Country ; and 1 queſtion very much whether 
their Country could do without Them. They 
have every one of Them ſome Relation or 
other either to our Foreign or Plantation Trade, 
and any Injury done to our Navigation directly 
affects Them; nay, Sir, it affects every Man 
in the Nation, from his Majeſty down to the 
meaneſt of his Subjects, and therefore every 
Man in the Nation bad a Right to join in a 
Petition to the Legiſlature for preſerving our 
Meſt-India Trade unmoleſted by the Spaniards. 
The Butchers, Brewers, Bakers, Taylors, Shoe- 
makers, Perukemakers, c. of this City, had 
allo as good a Right to petition as even the 
Heſt-India Merchants Themſelves; for when 
our Sca Trade is loſt, our Inland Trade will not 
be worth a Button; it will be no more than 
peddling, which the landed Man will ſoon find 
by woful Experience in the Fall of his Rents, 
and the King moſt ſenſibly feel, by the Fall of 
his Cizil Lt. For God's Sake, Sir, permit 
Me then to ask You this humble Queſtion. 
Where was the good Senſe, or even the Joke, 
in printing the Liſt of the Common Council of 
the City of London, with Trades or Callings 
annex'd 
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annex dd to the Members Names? I hope, Sir, 
it was not to inſinuate to the Spamards, whole 
natural Pride and Haughtineſs make Them in- 
diſtinctly deſpiſe Tradeſmen, and Traders of 
| all Denominations, that the great Cry and Pe- 
tition againſt the SEARCH of our Ships, were 
| only made by a Parcel of mean Mechanicks 

ad, contemptible Fellows. The Glory of 
London daa in her Trade, which has made 
her the greateſt City upon Earth, or that ever 
has been upon Earth; can the Inhabitants then 
be blamed, or ought They to be ridiculed and 
expoſed in a contemptible Light to Frenchmen 
and Spaniards, for endeavouring to preſerve the 
Trade and Navigation of Britain? Is not Bri/tol, 
and all the other Ports of England in the fame 
Sentiments with London? Have not the Scotch 


and Irifo too, in loud Complaints to the Govern- 


ment, reſented the Inſults and Robberies com- 
mitted by the Spaniards? A Citizen of London 
values Himſelf, and very juſtly too, upon being 
an honeſt Tradeſman; his honeſt Induſtry not 
| only makes a handſome Proviſion for his Fa- 
mily, but would every Year increale the na- 
tional Stock of the Kingdom, were not French 
Fucroachments and Spamjh Depredations ſuch 
deftruftive Drawbacks from Us. His Induſtry, 
whether as a Merchant, Trader, or common 
Mechanick, does it not contribute to the Main- 
tenance of the King and his Minilters ? Is He 
not therefore intitled to demand their Protection, 


and to find it too apainſt foreign Robbers either 


| by Sea or Land; when a laced or embroider'd 
Villain, who, to ſupport his Luxury or Extra- 


* Ne nce * 
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vagance, is ready to ſell his Country for a Bribe, 


if He can find the Man to bribe Him, deſferye: 


the Gallo wu? 5 

But the Writers of the Daily Gazetteer, not 
ſatisfy'd with abuing the City, by inſulting her 
Common-Council, have aggravated that Abuſe 
and that Inſult, in their Paper of the 12th In- 
ſtant, in a moſt ſcurrilous and Billingſgate Chal- 
lenge to the Daily Po/? and Common Senſe, to 
produce wo Inſtances in which They have call'd 
the Common-Council Men by Trades They arc 
not of ; but to their Shame, it ſuch proftigate 
Fellows, to uſe their own Words, can be 
aſhamed, the Daih)-Poſt of the 17th Inftant 
produced five Inſtances; and Common Senſe of 
the fame Date, produced ſix more, the Whoic 
Eleven being Men of Fortune; and many more, 


no Doubt, may and will be produced. This, 


Sir, I thought fit to take Notice of to You, 
becauſe the Daily Gazetteer Gentlemen have al! 
along pretended to write in your Defence, and 
have always appear'd fond of being thought 
honour'd with your Approbation and Protection; 


a Thing which I very often much doubted from 


their continued Scurrilities, and daily Contra 


dictions and Blunders. But, Sir, if They have 


your Protection, 1 am morally ſure, for the 
Reaſons I have given, You never read their 
Works, and therefore my ſecond Article of 
humble Advice to You is to diſcard them ; 
they never put Pen to Paper in your Caule 
without doing you fome ne Diſſervice or othe; 
with the Publick. In this Advice I act diame- 
trically oppolite to my own Intereſt, which 1 

| am 
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am willing to ſacrifice to yours; for had I no 
other Matter to go upon, the Blunders and 


Inconſiſtencies that ſwarm in the Writings of ' 
thoſe ſelf-conceited Politicians, would always 
furniſb Me with ſufficient Subject for the Sup- 


< 


port of my Paper, whole principal View is the 
Perpies of my Country. 

My third Article of Advice to You, Sir, is 
to procure a general 2# of Indemnity before the 
Parliament breaks up; I mention'd it twice in 


the Courſe of the Month of January, and now 


humbly remind You of it. I am not impeach- 
ing the Integrity of any Gentleman, either in 
the Adminittration, or employ'd in a Station 
| ſubordinate to it; but the very beſt of Men 
have their Failings, and, notwithſtanding all 
their Care and Uprightnets, very often ſtand in 
Need of Indulgence. Our preſent Danger is, 
by both Sides, allow'd to be very great; and, 
for my Part, I take it to be much greatcr than 1s 
generally apprehended by the Majority of either 
Side, I mean, Sir, if We go on in the old 
Track; it therefore calls upon Us to unite in 
our common Defence, to forgive paſt Errors, 


and to forget our mutual Animoſities. Such a 


Scene would render Don Benjamin Keene of no 
Uſe at Madrid; No, Sit, we ſhould foon fee Don 
Sebaſtian de Ia Quadra ſolliciting a Peace upon 


cur Terms at London. If, after the paſſing ſuch 


an Act of Indemnity, Lou, and the other 
Gentlemen now at the Helm, ſhould not think 


fit to undergo the Fatigue of it any longer, a. 


Retreat from Buline's would be both ſafe and 
honourable 5 it es wat wile Miniſters will al- 
| P. Ma 78 
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ways forecaſt, tis what They will always en- 
deavour to compaſs; and it is what I am per- 


| ſuaded none of your Adverſaries, if He is not 


a bloody Madman inde:d, will ever oppoſe. 
My fourth Article of Advice to Ybu, Sir, is 

to {end Inſtructions, in the mean Time, to 
Mr. Keene, to inſiſt, before proceeding a Step 
further in the Treaty, on a Feral and publick 
Declaration under the Hand of the Catholick 
King and Seal of the Kingdom, by which his 
Catholic Majeſty renounces, for Himſelf, his 
Heirs and Succeſſors FOR EVER, all Claim and 
Pretenſions to GIBRALTAR, PorT-ManoN, 
and GEORGIA; and if this RENUNCIATION 


is not validly made in all the proper Forms, 


and deliver'd into his Hand within the Space of 
fourteen Days after Demand of it, then to leave 
the Spaniſbꝰ Court, and come back to London. 
think fourteen Days ſufficient, becauſe there 
is nothing of Difficulty to diſcuſs in the Matter, 
but whether the Spaniards are reſolved to leave 
Us in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Places, or diſign to turn 
UV out of them the very firſt Opportunity They 
meet with, by the A{/i/tance of France ; tor which 
Athiltance the French King ſtands ENGAGED as 
to Gibraltar, if he cannot cajole Us to parc 
with it, by promiſing to continue to Us the 
Honour of his Friendſhip until iT HATH NO 
LEFT Us wORTH a GROAT. 

Upon the Refulal of the aboye-mention'd 
Renunciation to be made by King Philip, as 
retuled no Doubt it will be, let it be demanded 
when it will, my next Advice to You, is to 


give your Country Leave to draw her Sword, 


before 


(29) 


before Ruſt and Negociation wear away its 


Edge. Send our Fleets where they ought to be 


ſeni, and give our Admirals ſuch Inſtructions 
as the brave Oliver Himſelf uſed to give for 
CHASTISING the Plunderers of Britain. 

Do this, Sir, and You will ſoon ſee the Dif- 
ference between negoctating and fighting. From 
the firſt, 1 ipeak according to my Conſcience as 
well as my Judgment, Britain has nothing to 


expect, but Lois of Opportunities, and the Ca- 


lamities and Diſhonour that uſually attend ſuch 
pow and unpardonable Miſtakes in Politicks; 
ut Glory, Peace, Extention of Trade, and the 
future Security of it, will be Conſequences 


of FicyTiNG, if We take Time by the Fore- 


lock, and don't let the Galleous come home, by 
treating away the Seaſon for Action. 

have the Honour to be, with the moſt pro- 
found Reſpect, and the moſt perfect Attachment, 


SIR, Your moſt humble 
Mat obedient 


| Moft devoted Servant, 

Gray s-Inn, ; 

March 19, 1738-9. 3 
CALEB DAN VERS. 


P. S. You lee, Sir, that I am enter'd into a 
very voluminous Undertaking; but I hope that 

half a Dozen Letters more will bring Me pretty 
well through it, and alſo intitle Me to what I 
am highly ambitious of, I mean, Sir, the Ho- 
nour of your Eſteem. 
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LETTER 0 


SIR, 
the two Letters which I had the 


Honour to addreſs to You, in my 


. N £7 


222) I Month, You have ſeen how diffe- 

I rent my View is from that of Mr. 
Gorehams CAI. EB and his AssSoclaTE of 
White-Fryars. While the former is raking into 
Four Conduct thele fourteen Years paſt, with no 
Manner of Utility to the Publick, and the latter 
rummaging the Spaxiſþ Hiſtory for Parallels, 


— s 


perhaps to altogether as little Purpoſe, l am hum 


bly giving you Adyice, how to extricate yourlelt 
out of hoſe Dithculties into which the Artifices 
and Ingratitude of France and Spain, join'd to 
your own too good Opinion of the Honour and 
Integrity of the Miniſters of both, ſeem now to 
have piunged You. Whether the Authors I 
have mention'd aim more at your Deſtruction 
than the Service of Britain, is what I ſhall not. 
pretend to decide ; the Tenour of their Writings, 
and their own Conſciences, can beſt — 
— | 2675 
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the Queſtion; but, for my Part, Sir, I am nei- 
ther afraid nor aſhamed to declare, that I ſeek. - 
nothing but your Preſervation and the Welfare 
of my Country, which I do not think to be any 
Way incompatible. 


7 


I wiſh indeed, Sir, that your Conduct had 
produced Events very different from thoſe with 
which the whole Nation without Doors now 
appears ſo highly difpleaſed ; but ſtill, I mult 

acknowledge, that I don't think thoſe Events 
altogether incurable ; nay, I believe they would 
not have appear'd quite fo monſtrous in the Eyes 
of the Publick, nor the Clamour againit them 
been near fo loud, had it not been for the egre- 
gious Nonſenſe and Impudence of the Scribblers 
that endeavour'd to defend them; and the inſo- 
lent, the provoking Diſcourſes which I believe 
took their Riſe ſomewhere not far from Soho- 
Squdre. 


20 plunder our Merchants and to put a Stop to 


our Trade, were Injuries of ſuch a Nature as 


threaten'd no leſs than the Deſtruction of the 


Kingdom, if continued, and therefore loudly 
call'd ſor Satisfaction and a bloody Revenge; 
but when we were coming to the Point of both, 
Our Merchants, who had been villainouſly plun- 
der'd of their Properties, were allo as villain- 
ouſly attack d in their Fame; a Set of ſpanioliged 
Miſcreants, whether by Commiſſion or not 1 
don't ſay, went about the Town, exclaiming 
in ſome Places, and whiſpering in others, that 
our West- India Merchants were a Pack of Trnicves 
and Rodders, that, by a clandeſtine and illicit 
Trade they had robb'd the King of Su of ten 


'] ime 


(32). 


Times more than their Ships taken by the Spa- 


ib Guarda Coſtas amounted to, and that, by 


ſuch a Robbery, they had raiſed themſelves 


from nothing, to the Circumſtances of being 


able to give their Daughters from Twenty to a 
Hundred Thouſands Pounds a Piece for their 
Fortunes; that Sir T— had diſcover'd all 


this, and open'd the Eyes of the Spanih Court 
and Nation ; that a SEARCH was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to prevent the Ruin of Spaiz, or our 
Merchants would continue the ſame pyratisat 


Practices; and that therefore his Catholic Ma- 


jeſty was reſolved never to give up that Point. 
This, Sir, and a great deal more, has been 


ſpeech'd about Town, to the great Diſhonour 
of our Merchants, and indeed of our Country; 


and thus the Gentlemen who are every Year 


endeavouring to encreaſe the national Stock of 
the Kingdom by a fair and enterprizing Induſ- 


try; Gentlemen who every Year let Thouſands 
and Thouſands of their Countrymen to work, 
who would otherwiſe unayoidably periſh, or 


live like Vagabonds, were inſulted for com- 


plaining of the daily Wrongs they received; 


and had new Depredations committed on their 


Character, by apoſtate Subjects of Great- Britain, 
for demanding Negiturion of their Effects plun- 
der'd from them by the Spauiards. 

And that no Malice, no Venom might be 
wanting againſt our Trade and Navigation, out 
came two different Compilations x Sophiſtry 


and Falſehoods, which may juſtly be call'd 
Maſter-pieces of Villainy in their Kind; they 
were 3 to lerye and extol Spain, at the 
| Expence 


le ac} wands eee 


/ 

IS 
Expence and Diſgrace of Great-Britain. Both 
have been ſince tranſlated into French, and 
both now ſtand inſerted in the Amſterdam, 
Utrecht, and Leyden Gazettes, to ſhew the In- 
Juſtice of our Demands upon Spain, and our 
Inability to procure ourſelves Satisfaction, had 
even our Complaints and Demands been never 
ſo well grounded. They now remain in thoſe 
Gazettes, as Monuments to Foreigners, as well 
of our Barbarity and Injuſtice, as of the wretched 
State of Weakneſs to which we are reduced ; 
and not only ſo, but to give Advice to the 
Spaniards to grant none of our Demands, be- 
cauſe thoſe Demands are not only unreaſonable 
in themſelves, but we are in no Manner of Con- 
dition to force Spain into our Terms. This, 
Sir, I may, and fo may every true Priton in 
the Nation, without the leaſt Breach of Charity, 
take to have been the miſchievous and hellith 
Deſign with which thoſe Pamphlets were pub- 
liſn'd. One of them is call'd PoruLar PRF- 
JUDICES againſt the ConvenTION and Treaty 
with Spain examined and anſwered, &c. and the 
other, -The Grand QUes TION, whether War or 
no War with SpaIN, &c. The ſame malignant 
Spirit runs through both; and, after reading 
them, all we learn is, that Ye have all along 
been in the Wrong, and the Spaniards in the 
Right; that. we have been the Aegreſſors and 
Plunderers, and the Spaniards the Parties in- 
jured and plundered ; that ſhould we go to War 
with Spain, the French would aſſiſt the Spa- 
niards, becaule they have Two PARTS in 
THREE, o at leut ONE HALF, of the Treaſure 

daily 


(34) . 
daily coming home in the Spanilh Fleets, the Re- 
mainder belonging to Engliſh, Dutch, Italians, 
and Spaniards; that we have neither Money 
nor Allies to carry on a War; and that if we 
had, we could do but very little Damage to 
Span, but the Spamards might very probably 
force the Pretender upon us, as they had like 
to do in the Year 1719. We 

Now, Sir, theſe Arguments are either true 
or they are falſe; if they are falſe, why were 
they, along with ſeveral villainous Accuſations 
againſt our Countrymen, made uſe of to impoſe 
upon the Britif Nation, and clear the Spaniard; 
from the Charge of Plunder, Robbery and Mur- 
der, which we had brought againſt them? But 
if they are really true, do they pay any Com- 
pliment to your Adminiſtration ? Can you take 
the Authors of them to be really your Friends? 
Had you been eighteen Years out of the Mini- 
ſtry, inſtead of being ſo long in it, would not 
Concern for your Country have made you im- 
mediately enquire, and that too in the moſt 
publick and loudeſt Manner, how Brirain came 
to bein fo miſerable, ſo deſpicable a Condition, 
as not to be able to chaſtize the Inſolence of 
Spain, or even to put a Stop to the Depredations 
of the Spaniards, by any Methods but thoſe of 
Negotiation and Treaty? If weare, indeed, re- 
duced to ſuch a Situation; if we have no Money, 
if we have no Allies, if the French have yearty 
one half of all the Treaſure coming from the Spa- 
mh Weſt-Indies, as the Grand Qu ESTION aſſerts, 
what: Hopes, what Chance have we left in a 
Treaty with a Nation that have fobbed us 

cheſe 


(35) 
theſe twenty Years paſt with Impunity; and 


3 by their ſcandalous, knaviſh Emiſſaries 


ere, charge Us now in the Face of the Sun 
with having ROBBED THEM? From ſuch a Diſ- 
poſit ion in the Spaniards, from even a worſe 
D ſpoſition in the French towards us, and from 
theſe Authors Aſſertion of our weak and con- 
temptible Circumſtances, what have we to ex- 
pet? NoTHins, Sir, but preſent Infamy, gra- 
dual Ruin, and abſolute Beggary and Slavery in 2 
very few Years, it theſe Politicians told us no- 
thing but Truth. 

But, Sir, though I have put the Deſign of 
theſe two iniquitous Pamphlets in the Light 
they deſerved, I cannat think our Condition any 
Way deſperate, except you {till continue in your 
Faith in the Friendſhip and Probity of France; 
which, by what I obſerved of late, and obſer- 
ved too with Pleaſure, I belieye is not your In- 
tention. You have lately had a ſtiff Struggle 
with her about Denmark, and, to your Honour 


be it publiſhed to all the World, you have ſe- 


cured that Crown in our Alliance. I moſt 
humbly beg Leave to congratulate you on your 
Succeſs; for by it you have ſhewn France, that 
when q Britih Miniſter arms himſelf againit her 
Flatteries and her Promiſes, it is no eaty Matter 
to make him her Dupe. The next Alliance you 
have to make is with Rvu//za, I mean, Sir, an 
offen/rve as well as defen/zve one: if you are ex- 
peditious in it, and will boldly venture the 
Lengths which I think you ought to go, you 
will have a fair Chance to retrieve all again. An 
Alliance with Rua, which, Sir, I can tell Jon. 
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from infinitely better Authorities than News- 
Papers, ſhe is well diſpoſed to, will be attended 
with Adyantages hardly to be acquired by any, 
other Alliance in Europe, which Adyantages 1 

ſhall touch upon more amply hereafter. 
In the mean Time, I beg Leave to offer one 
Advice more in this Letter; it is what I ho 
you will inſiſt upon as you are an Eugliſpman, as 
you are a Friend to the REVOLUTION, and as 
you are a dutiful Subiect to your Prince, and a 
faithful Servant to your Royal Maſter. Send 
to France to demand the immediate Dis BAN D- 
MENT of all the 1ri/h Regiments in the Service 
of that Crown; demand the like of Spain; and 
if thoſe Courts do not immediately comply with 
Demands ſo reaſonable in themſelves, 5 con- 
formable to the Law of Nations, and the Duty 
which Subjects owe to their Sovereign, can we 
believe that they ever meant us any fair Play, 
any Juſtice in all the Negociation and Treaty 
Work that has been carrying on near theſe dozen 
Years paſt? Can we believe that France and 
Spain are really Friends at the Bottom to our 
Act of Settlement, if they refuſe to disband 
thaſe very Men who can do it the moſt Miſchief, 
and of whom we have the molt reaſon to be 
alem; 
That we haye all the Reaſon imaginable to 
be jealous of the Ir; Troops abroad, is evident 
from the ſignal Demonſtrations they have given 
of their Courage in all the Battles and Sieges in 
which they have been engaged. They ſaved 
France upon two extraordinary Occaſions ; they 

haye ſeveral Times recoyered the Field wh 
| tne 


6111 
the French Troops themſelves were giving 
Ground in every Part of it; and they have 


done the like for Spain, both in Sicily and Africa, 
as well as in Spain itſelf: But I ſhall here enter 


into no Detail of their Bravery and the Services 
they have performed for the Houſe of Bourbon, 
becauſe they are pretty circumſtantially ſet forth 
in *two Pamphlets that have hitherto remained 


unanſwered. We have further Reaſon to be 


jealous of them upon Account of theirAttach- 
ment to the Family of STUART ; and the more 


ſo, becauſe that Attachment is founded upon 


Intereſt as well as upon Inclination; they have 


loſt their Eſtates by that Family, and by that 
Family, ſuppoted by France and Spain, they 
hope to recover them ſome Time or other | 
heir Number in France may be about 6000 
Men, including Officers and Cadets; but as every 


Company is double officer'd, and as there is 
hardly a private Man among them but what 
has military Skill and Conduct enough to com- 


mand a Company; and not a Serjeant or Corporal 
but what can exerciſe a Regiment, they could 
upon Occaſion officer 40 or 50,000 Men. They 
are much more numerous in Spain, and conſiſt of 
Horſe, Foot and Dragoons; whereas they are 
only Horſe and Foot in France. Upon Occaſion 
their Number, both in France and Spain may be 
doubled, by ſplitting each Regiment into two, 


and then recruiting them in Great-Britain and 


Ireland; and ſhou'd the Courts of Ver ſailles and 


One 4 Letter to Sir Robert Sutton, for disbanding the Triſh Re. 
giment; in the Service of France and Spain; and the other a Defence 
the Iriſh again? the Reflections of Wallingham, Ce. 
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Madrid ever join ſeriouſly in the Intereſt of che 
PRETENDER, when the French have beggar'd 
us by Flatteries and Promiſes, and Encroachments 
at the ſame Time on our Trade, and the Spaniards 
by Depredations and Treaties, they could attack 
us with Zo, ooo [riſþ Troops, who by ſpeak- 
ing our Language, would do us infinitely more 
Miſchief than double the Number of French or 
Spaniards, becauſe all the Jacobites in the three 
Nations would more readiy join them than Fo- 
reigners: And as they conliſt at preſent of 15000 
Men, who have all ſeen Service, a very few late 
Recruits excepted; as they have been ſeaſoned 
ro Dangers, and pique themſeves on the high Re- 
putation they have deſervedly acquired Abroad 
ince the Revolution; and as the Officers are moſt 
of them Gentlemen of very ancient Families, and 
have deep Reſentment againſt us for diſpoſſeſſing 
them of their Eſtates, they are, undoubtedly, 
an Enemy againſt whom we ought to take all the 
Precautions that Prudence and Self-Preſeryation . 
can inſpire: Eſpecially fince, notwithſtanding 
the Severity of our Laws, and the Vigilance of 
the Miniſtry, they have found the Way to re- 
cruit with almoſt as great Facility, or at leaft 
with almoſt as little Moleſtation, as if they were 
upon the Britiſh Eſtabliſhment. This indeed 
may ſurprize a Pritiſb Reader, but if I have 
not been miſinformed, TheTown ſwarmed with 
them laſt Winter; and if J have not been ſtill 
further miſinformed, feveral of them went from 
hence to Dublin laſt December, — But ] ſay no 
more on this Head. - 
© 


( 39 ) 
We have, Sir, other Motives that loudly call 
upon us to inſiſt on the immediate Disbandment 


of the Iriſb Regiments in the Service of France 


and Spain. The Writers who, with fo much 


Proſtitution and Impudence, juſtify the Proceed- 
' ings of the Spaniards, have given Us a hundred 
broad Hints that Pretenderſpip has been a great 
Clog to your Meaſures; nay, they have bolted 
it out in expreſs Terms. By which perhaps 
they mean, that as long as Pretender ſpip ſubſiſts, 
we muſt not go to War with any of our Neigh- 
bours, for fear of having the PRETENDER 
impoſed upon us; no, not even tho” they inſult 
us never ſo much; tho' they ſeize our Ships, 
plunder our Merchants, impriſon, mutilate and 
murder our Seamen, encroach upon every Branch 
of our Trade, and by Healing our Mool, ſet half 
the Woollen Manufacturers of Great-Britain a 
begging. They muſt mean all this, or what, 
in the Name of God can they mean, by lug- 
ging the PRETENDER into their Arguments 
againſt a War, ſo ardently deſired, and ſo loudly 
call'd for by the whole Nation without Doors ? 
If Dread of the PRETENDER mult be a Doc- 
trine publickly preach'd up in this Metropolis, 
by Fellows who arrogantly pretend to write in 
Defence of your Conduct; if it muſt eternally 
tye up the Hands of Britons under continual 
Depredations, Encroachments and Inſults, how 
long ſhall we enjoy the Benefits of the late RE- 
VOLUTION ? ouch a Doctrine as this can be 
no Secret to the French and Spaniards, who will 
not fail to ſhape their Conduct according to it. — 
If this be the Caſe, it DREAPD of the PRE- 
TENDER, 


(49) | 
TENDER, ſo often propagated by the Gazetteer 
Gentlemen, makes this fatal Ravage amongſt 
us, permit me moſt humbly to obſerve to you, 
Sir, that the [71h Regiments abroad are, in a 
Manner, the very Soul of Pretenderſpip itſelf; 
even ſo far, that had it not been fot the almoſt 
incredible Actions they perform'd in King Wil. 
liam's and Queen Anne's Wars, the Pretender 
would have been long ago forgot in Europe: 
But as the Ir Troops ſtill ſubſiſt, ſeveral 
Princes look upon him as Maſter of a gallant 
Army of Veterans, to be employ'd upon a pro- 
per Occaſion; they look upon him, I ſay, in 
ſuch a Light, hear him, and treat him as a 
Prince of Power. ry 
Another Motive to our demanding the Di/- 
bBandment of the Iriſb Troops abroad, is, that 
they perhaps contribute to the keeping up more 
Forces in Britain, than is conſiſtent with good Oe- 
conomy, conſidering the prodigious Bulk of our 
Publick Debt, and the Weight of our Taxes. 
One Motive more, Sir, and then I have done 
for this Time. | 
Tho! I cannot ſubſcribe to the Hints which 
ſome of the Daily Gazetteer Writers have given 
us, that the eee of his Majeſty's Crown 
' is chiefly owing to you, Sir, becauſe I am firmly 
perſuaded that his Crown would be altogether 
as ſafe, if you were in Heaven, as it is at pre- 
ſent; yet, as your Loyalty and Attachment to 
his Majeſty are not queſtion'd by any Body, 
what I am going to ſay can no Way affect you, 
and therefore, 1 hope, from your Generolity 
and your Juſtice, that you will not make a 
wrong 
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wrong Application of it. The unfortunate Kin 
James II. had a Miniſter, the Event of Show 


Conduct demonſtrated how ſafe his Maſter's 


Concerns were in his Hands. Is it impoſſible, 
then, that ſome future wo of the preſent Royal 
and A Line may unfortunately have a Mi- 
niſter of the ſame Stamp; or at leaſt a Miniſter, 
who, by his Faith in the Miniſters of Bourbon, 


and, by chiming in with all the Meaſures of 
_ France and Spain, may irritate the Britiſb Na- 
tion againſt him ſo far, as to ſee no Safety for 


himſelf but in the Deſtruction of his Maſter, 
and the Ruin of his Country? If ſuch a Miniſter | 
ſhould hereafter ariſe, where could he find ſuch 
proper Inſtruments to work with (by the Con- 


currence of France and Spain to reward his Ser- 


vices and preſerve his Perſon) as the Iriſh Regi- 
ments abroad for bringing about another Revo- 
lution, and introducing Popery and Slavery once 
more into Britain? This Argument ſeems to 
me to be unanſwerable; and therefore I moſt 
humbly hope, that, join'd with the others which 
I have made uſe of, it will have its due Weight, 
and prevail upon you to demand the immediate 
Disbandment of the Iriſh Regiments in the Service 
of the mo/# Chriſtian and Catholick Courts. 

If any reaſonable Objections can be made in 
Print to a Propoſal ſo much for the Service and 
Safety of our happy Eſtabliſhment, both in 


Church and State, I thall endeayour not only to 


anſwer them, but to deſerve your Eſteem by 
what [ have further to propoſe tor defeating the 
lurking Deſigns of the French and Spaniſo Courts 


againſt our Country. If France and Spain refute 


an 
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an immediate Compliance with ſuch a Demand, 


_ Great-Britain, without the Help of any political 


Spectacles, may not only ſee what Sort of Trea- 


ty, what future Security for her Trade ſhe is to 


expect from the Court of Madrid, but alſo 
what timely. Meaſures ſhe ought to take 20 pre. 


vent her. being further impoſed upon, Wm either 
Frenchmen or Spamards, or their ſhameleſs, in- 
ſolent Faction here. 


I have the Honour to be, with the moſt pro- 


found Reſpect, and the moſt ardent Deſire of 


your Approbation, 


SIX. 
Nur most humbRe 
Moſt obedient 


Mot devoted Servant, 


Gray g- Inn, 
March 26, 1739. 


CALEB D'ANVERS, 


P. F. After the Reſtoration of King Charles 
the 2d, tho' the Nation was in the higheſt Ex- 
taſy of Joy, an Engliſh Parliament did not un- 
derſtand the Policy of letting foreign Princes 
have a Body of Britih Subjects in their Pay; 
they therefore inſiſted on the breaking all the 
Iriſh Regiments abroad; and broke they were, 


4tho' they had follow'd King Charles in his 


Exile; | 


r 


Exile; and, by ſupporting him with their Pay, 


to the almoſt ſtarving themſelves, had ſhewn 


all the Zeal, all the Loyalty, and dutiful At- 


tachment to their Sovereign, that any Subjects 


were capable of. This is more than a Precedent 
for what I propoſe, becauſe King Charles had 


no Competitor, no PRETEN DER to his Crown. 
But if it is not thought ſufficient by thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, who are always telling us, that we 
only call for a War to favour the Hopes of 
the PRETENDER, whereas, nothing can do him 
fo much Service as the Sort of Peace we enjoy, in 
my Opinion; I offer the Caſe of Dumbarton's 
Regiment to ſtop their chicaning, and make 


them bluſh and be ſilent if poſſible. 
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tical Conjuncture, to in 


LETTER Av. 


SIR, 


Ii Was not without very ſerious Ap- 
prehenſions that my laſt Letter to 
3 you would create me a great many 


Enemies; but, nevertheleſs, Duty 
to my Sovereign, Regard for the 


Intereſt of Great-Britain, and a real Concern 


tor your Honour and perſonal Safety, were 
Motives too ſtrong to give Place to any Conſi- 
derations of my own Danger. The Reaſons I 
have given why I think <q ought, in this cri- 

iſt on the immediate 
Dishandment of the Irifþ Regiments in the Ser- 


vice of France and Spain, are ſuch as I hardly 


believe will ever receive an impartial and ſolid 
Anſwer; however, Sir, if you are of a different 
Opinion, I moſt humbly conceive that the Na- 
tion has a Right to expect to ſee that Anſwer 
publiſh'd forthwith, if thoſe Regiments are not 
immediately dishanded; or at leaſt to ſee the 
Reaſons of France and Spain for not disbandin 
them. I think, Sir, that you are not flightly 
we: | concern'd 
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concern'd in the Iſſue; for if, after what has 
been ſaid, you let the Iriſh Regiments exiſt any 
longer, I mean at the Diſpoſal of the French 
and Spaniſh Courts, to bs: hereafter employ'd 
as they, think fit .againſt us, you open a Gap 
for a Million of Reflections and Suſpicions to 
ruſh in againſt you; and even Perſons the moſt 
attached to you, of which I ſhould think my- 
ſelf happy would you but reckon me one of 
the Number, may very poſſibly leſſen their O- 
pinion of your Prudence, if not of your Inte- 
grity, I ſpeak, Sir, upon a Preſumption that 
the Arguments I have made ule of are unan- 
ſwerable; but if, contrary to my Opinion, the 
Publick ſhould ſoon ſee an Anſwer come out, I 
dare venture to promife in Adyance, to make 
fuch a Reply as the whole Poſſe of Jacobites, 
whether in Place or out of Place, of all the 
different Denominations and Shapes under which 
they diſguiſe themſelves, will find it very diffi- 
cult co make a Rejoindere r. 
But, Sir, if you behave yourſelf like an Eng- 
Jiſoman on this Occaſion, if you really in earneſt 
demand the immediate Disbandment of the 
1:i/h Regiments abroad, and if France and Spain 
refuſe to comply, you ſtand acquitted in the 
Face of your Country; and we mult, as I told 
you in my laſt, begin betimes to think lerioully 
of the PRESERVYATION of the AcT of SET- 
TLEMENT and the PROTESTANT RELIGION i 
theſe Kingdoms, _ 
For, Sir, what future Service can France have 
for the Ji Regiments, if not zhat of the Pre- 
tender? Or that of frightening us with him if 
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we don't ſubmit to perpetual Eucroachments and 
Depredations on our Trade? 

France is at Peace with the Emperor, and 
likely to continue ſo, except you exert yourſelf 
in ſomething more than a Congreſs at Madrid, 
which, I am more than half afraid, nay, Sir, 
I yenture to ſay I am almoſt ſure, will not pro- 
duce what Britons have a Right to expect, tho? 
the Spaniards may poſſibly amuſe us with a_ 
Treaty. The French King has made an ablolute 
Acquiſition of Lorrain, a Thing which Louis XIV. 
could never accompliſh, tho? his Chops often 
water'd after that delicious Morſel ; but the 


more ſucceſsful Louis XV. has brought it to 


bear, and that too, in the very Time of your 
holding the Helm of Great-Britain. The for- 
tunate Louis, fortunate in his Miniſters, and con- 


ſequently ſo in his Affairs, has brought the 
Houſe of Auſtria ſo low that it is not his Inte- 


reſt to have her much lower; he alſo now pre- 
tends, that he has no Deſign againſt the Dutch, 
nor any View to extend his Frontiers by Force of 
Arms; what Buſineſs then, I humbly ask again, 
can the French Court have with the 777% Regi- 
ments now in their Pay, if not to have them 
always ready to employ againſt Britain upon 
Occaſion; or, which will be much the ſame 
Thing, to bully Us into ſuch Meaſures as they 
find moſt to their own Intereſt, and our Detri- 
ment, in regard to Trade. This Queſtion can 


never be too often put, as long as there is a di- 


ſtint Body of Iii Troops in France. 
Bur even ſhould France, notwithſtanding all 


her ſpecious Pretences and Declarations, have 
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fill further Views againſt her Neighbours on 


the Continent, what great Neceſſity can a 


Prince, who commands beg Millions of 


Subjects, and warlike ones too, ſtand in of the 
Aſſiſtance of ſix or ſeven Thouſand JViſh; eſpe- 
cially when he has the Swifs on his Borders, 
from whom he can have what Numbers he 
pleaſes for the ſame Pay? It is true, indeed, 
that the Swiſs are much ſhort of the Lib in 
Agility and Strength of Body, as well as that 
Readineſs of Conception and Preſence of Mind 
which are lo neceſſary in a Soldier for timely 
ſeizing Advantages; but thev are, nevertheleſs, 
but little inferior to them in a ſteady deter- 


mined Courage. In this Particular the Swiſs 


are equal to any, if not ſuperior to moſt of 
the Enemies againſt whom Louis XV. can have 
any Occaſion to oppole them, either on the 
Meuſe or the Rhine. What Occaſion then, I 
moſt humbly ask once more, can the French 
Court have for the 1r;/, if not to employ them 
in the Execution of ſome latent, ſome favourite 
Scheme againſt Britain f 

As to Spain, all the foreign Gaze?tres are 
preparing us for an entire Accommodation of 
all Diſputes and Differences between her and 
the Houſe of Auſtria, relating to Tuſcany, Par- 
ma, and Placentia, and their allodial Etfects, 
all which will probably return to Spain for ſuch 


an Equivalent in Money as the &mnperor can 


get, or rather, in plain Eng, will be forc'd 
to accept for them. Nay, laſt Suturday's I. au- 
don Evening Poſt, tells us, from the Daily Ha- 
#71 tiſer (1 ſuppole) who is thought to have ab- 

. Ways 
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Li ways ſuch Sort of Intelligence from HisBETT ERS, 
bY» that an Alliance is concluded between France, 
1 Spain, the Emperor, Sardinia, the King of the 
1 two Sicilies, and a Northern Power. All this 
1 | conlider'd, Sir, what doughty Service can Spain 
} have is perto to put the Iriſpb upon, if not againſt 
Pritain in Conjunttion with France? And what 
Excuſe can ſhe furniſh for not disbanding the 
fri Regiments in her Pay, if ſhe really deſigns 
to crown our Expettations of a full RevaRa- 
TION of Honour and FUTURE SECURITY 
For our Trade and Navigation, wiTHoUT the” 
INFamous Tac of @ SEARCH, by a fair, 
honourable, ſolid and laſting Peace? 
But ſtill thoſe either wicked or weak headed 


| Fellows, who lately dared here, in open Defi- 
1 aance of the general Voice of their Country, to 
f become Adyocates for the Spaniards, and juſtify 


the Barbarities' and Robberies they committed 
on the Subjects of Great-Britain ; thole Fellows, 
| I fay, will, no doubt, become alſo Advocates 
"md again for France and Spain, if they refuſe to 
| | disband the 1-1pþ Troops in their Pay. As a 
0 Plea for their Refuſal, they will, queſtionleſs, 
eccho back to us the great Services the 1ri/h 
have performed for thoſe Crowns; a Thing 
which we but too well know already, and our 
Allies but too ſenſibly felt upon ſeveral Occa- 
flons ; they will, perhaps, make the Refuſal of 
France and Spain turn merely upon a Point of 
Gratitude to Men to whom they owe ſo much; 
they will too even endeavour to rouze up 
our Humanity, and ſurprize us'on the Side of 
Compaſſion, by ſhewing how crucl it would be 
2 Lo 


(9] 
to deprive ſuch gallant Men of their Bread, 


through an Apprehenſion of what is never likely 


to come to paſs. All this and more I am 


perſwaded they will do; but, Sir, don't let 


yourſelf be deceived, don't ſuffer your Country 
to be impoſed upon, our Sovereign to be be- 


trayed, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion to receive 


a mortal Wound by mere Declamation and 


comme-place Babble. Let ſuch Advocates bring 


Reaſon and Argument to combat what I have 
ſaid, and then hear them as long as you pleaſe. 
In the mean time, Sir, as to the Gratitude 
of France, the Triſh have often experienced it 
with a Witneſs; it diſplayed itſelf in the Face 
of the Sun, as ſoon as the Peace of Ry/wick had 
made Louis XIV, or rather his Miniſter, ima- 
gine he ſhould have no further Occaſion for their 
Service in a Body. Fifteen Thouſand of them 
were then disbanded in a very odd, and, indeed, 
in a molt ſcandalous Manner; the Regiments 


were marched to the greateſt Diſtances poſſible 


from one another; and, at the ſame Time, to 
the greateſt Diſtance from their Country; and 


then they were disbanded in ſuch Circumſtances 


as would have drawn Compaſſion even from an 


Enemy. The only Excuſe for this Ingratitude, 
this Cruelty, was, that it was only to oblige 


the private Men to take on in French Regiments, 
and hinder them from going into other Service ; 
that is, into the German Service, where they 
would have been infinitely better uſed : But in 
France, Reaſon, Juſtice, Gratitude, Humanity, 
and even Religion itſelf mult bend the Knee to 
the Policy of the Court, and the WILL of the 

MINISTER, 
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MixisTzR, 'which is often mo/# modeſtly called 
Tur of the KING. 


As to the Gratitude of Spain to the Triſh, it 


can't be fairly impeached; the Jriſb are be- 


loved and reſpected there: They are in all Re- 


ſpects treated as Caſlilians. The Spaniſh Nation, 


Fiat Fuſtitia, are, in the main of their Charac- 
ter, Men of as great Honour as Haughtineſs; 
and, conſidering how much the real Intereſts of 
Great-Britain and Spain are naturally inter woven 
together, I am fully perſwaded that nothing 
but the Influence, the Intrigues, the underhand 
Artifices of France, could have given Riſe to 
thoſe amazing Depredations on our Merchants, 
and thoſe unparallel'd Cruelties exerciſed againſt 
our Seamen, which we can never paſs over and 
forgive, but to the eternal Infamy of our Coun- 
try, if the Court of Madrid does not make us 
a proper and a MPLE Atonement. But, Sir, can 
you imagine that ſuch an Atonement is to be 


expected, as long as the French can but keep 


any one Iron in the Fire to prevent it: And, 
God knows, and ſo do you, Sir, or you are moſt 
miſerabiy milinformed and deceived, that, at 


this very Inſtant, they have but too many. Let 


then no Conſideration for the Honour of Spain, 
who, through the perpetual, the reſtleſs Inſti- 
gation of France, had no Conſideration for the 
Trade of G/eat-hritain, prevail upon you to 
reject the wholſome Advice I have had the 
Honour to give ou. 

As for my Part, God is my Judge, I with no 
III to the %% Troops abroad, when I conſider 
them as my Fellow-SubjeQs; I look upon Nag 
wit 
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with the higheſt Eſteem, as Men that, everi 
amidſt all their important Services for France 


and Spain, have done a great deal of Honour to 


the Britiſb Empire; becauſe they have demon- 
ſtrated to Foreigners, that the Subjects of Bri- 
tain can conquer them wherever they fight, 
even when on the wrong Side of the Queſtion. 
But when I alſo view the 1-4 abroad in à po- 
litical Light, I cannot help looking upon them 
too as Men, who by the Machinery of France 
and Spain, will very probably be made the In- 
ſtruments of the Deſtruction of both our Civil 
and Religious Rights, if we don't inſiſt on their 
immediate Disbandment, without the leaſt 
Shuffling or Delay. It is a Pity, indeed, that 
gallant Men, of any Nation, ſhould be reduced 
to the unfortunate Condition of wanting the 
common Neceflaries of Life; but as the 1-1 
Troops abroad are demonſtratively our Ene- 
mies, for Reaſons I gave in my laſt, muſt an 
ill-placed, an ill-timed Generoſity to them, 


come in Competition with the Preſervation of 


the Liberties of Britain, and the Right of the 
auguſt Houſe of Hanover. The Triſh muſt either 
be forthwith disbanded from the Service of 
France and Spain, or that Right and thoſe Li- 
berties will ever continue, not only precarious, 
but in imminent Danger; and for the Defence 
of Both, Britain will be obliged to keep up a 
much greater Number of Troops than would 
be othermile ert, ð ͤ 

; But {til}, Sir, if Tenderneſs for the I/ % in 
France and Spain mult have any Weight againſt 


my Argument, permit me to tell you they can 
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be in no Danger of ſtarving by the Execution 


of what ] have propoſed; the Emperor and the 


Car Ina can nd Employment and Bread enough 
for them; and in thoſe Services they would be 


infinitely more regarded, infinitely better treated 
than they have ever been in the Service of 
France. An L iſpman, the Velt-Marſbal Count 
Wallis, is naw Genera), and Commander in Chief, 
of the Grand Army of the Roman Emperor; 
while another I/ iſpman, the Velt-Marthal Count 
Lacy, is General and Commander in Chief, of 
vac of the two Grand Armies of the mighty 
Rnjſran Empire; an Honour which Ireſaud 
never had before, nor perhaps any other Coun- 
try in the World. Thoſe Generals are known 
co be not only as generous as they are brave, 
but allo palſionate Lovers of their Country; 
they will therefore always have Intereſt and 
fodlinarihn cnough to procure 2 Welcome for 
their Countrymen Whenever France and Spain 


disband them; elpecially as Fame has already 


tent ſuch loud Recommendations before them. 


Nay more, Sir, ſuch of the Tr: Officers as may 
ROT like going ſo far, can't fail of being welcome 
to the Electors of Cologne and Bavaria, and 
even to other Potentates of Germany, among 
whom Religion is no Obſtacle to the military 
Preferment of a brave Man. 

Let me therefore renew my Supplications to 
Jou, to liſten to the Advice I have given you. 


The Miniſter of a defporick arbitrary Prince 


may, indeed, do what he pleaſes, without being 
accountable to his Country, eſpecially while his 
Maſter thinks lit to ſcreen him from the Re 
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ſentments of his injuxe>d Countrymen; but a 
Miniſter in a Iimited Monarchy may be as cul- 
pable in not liſtening to good Advice, as in foltow- 
ing bad. More I vill not preſume to fay at 
this Time— except it be to remind you that 
Spain pretends to an old dormant Title to this 
Crown, by the Marriage of Philip IE. to onar 
Queen Mary I. and an exprefs Contratt between 
the Royal Pair, which was, hat if they had no 
5 by that Marriage, the longeſt Liver was to 
he Heir ta the other. Such a Contract was, no 
doubt, not only whimfical, but very unjutt upon 
feveral Accounts; but, Sir, ſtiould the Sword 
of Spain ever become ſharp enough to cut thre? 
our Laws, and, God knows, ſhe has had Helps 
enough, theſe Dozen Years paſt, ta grind it to an 
Edge, the Spaniards would, very probably, 
| have a Way of thinking, very different fron, 
ours; they might then, perhaps, put a grave 
Face 1 the Matter to the PRxETEN DER, and 
propoſe a Partition upon the Terms of aififting 
him to recover the Reft. The Queen of Sporn 
is a Princeſs of tao haughty a Reſolution to be 
ealty turn'd afide from her Pu RoSES. Theo? 
Don Philip ſhould get Parma, Placentia, and 
Tuſcany, with even the Manutuan, and Part of 
the Milaneze, I believe all that would hardly 
fatisfy her Ambition, while fhe had a third Son 
remaining unprovided for, I mean, Sir, without 
a Kingdom. There is ſtill a Madame of Franre 
Teft for that Prince, with more to fpare for 
others; and if her Catbalick Majeſty ſhould 
caſt her Eye upon Ireland for the Infant Don 
Louis, I humbly ask you, whether Loris XV, 
| H 2 would 
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would not cheerfully, and to the utmoſt of his 


Power, affiſt a Project that would make his 
Daughter a Queen; and, at the ſame Time, 


furniſh him with an Opportunity not to be di- 
ſturbed by Spain, to make himſelf Maſter of 


all the 4ufrian*Netherlands, and N of 
ſomething more? The Spantards would take no 


Umbrage at ſeeing France acquire the Low- 


Countries, while they themſelves had not only 


made an Acquiſition of more than all their an- 
tient Dominions in Italy, and were getting lre- 
{ind too. It is not impoſſible, Sir, but that 
the joint Views of thoſe Courts may center in 
this Point, or in ſomething very near it; but 


if they do, the Scheme is not yet ripe ; we are 


wot yet brought down poo enough, nor conſequently 


made weak enough ; a little more LEGERDEMAIN | 


is wanting; but the ſame Number of Years, I 
will ſuppoſe four or five, that brings Don Louis 


to Manhood, may, by good Addrels in France 


and Spain, if the Conduct of Britain is bad, re- 
duce us to the Condition in which they impatiently 
wait to ſee us, and into which they. will leave 
no Artifice untried to bring us. When Spain 
has got home two or three Fleets more, in 


which the GRAND QuESTION aſſures us the 


French will always have two Thirds, or at leaſt 
one Half of the Treaſure, and when France has 
got two or three hundred thouſand Packs more of 
our Wool, which ſhe will certainly do within 


the Time I have mention'd, if you do pot fall 


upon other Methods to prevent her than have 


yet been taken; the Courts of France and Spain 
will then think themſelyes ſtrong enough to 


execute 


3 
execute their Scheme againſt Britain; but how 
ſtrong we ſhall be to oppoſe them we may 
eaſily guels from what is now viſible before our 
Eyes, without laying any Streſs on the Argu- 


ments of thoſe Gentlemen who call themſelves 


your Adyvcates, and who gravely tell us we are 
even now too weak to call the Spamards to an 
Account for their Depredations, for fear of 
bringing the French upon our Backs. 

It is poffible, Sir, that you may have already 
heard ſomething of che Scheme I have ſuppoſed 
the Queen of Spain has projected for Don 


Louis, if not, you hear it xow ; and as I can't ſee 


where her Catholick Majeſty can, without our 
Aſfi/tance, make any other Eſtabliſhment for 
her Son equal to her Care and Affection for 
him, I am ſtrongly inclined to believe that ſuch 
a Scheme is actually on the Tapis. It is there- 


fore, Sir, that J have given you my humble 
Advice to inſiſt vigorouſly on the immediate 
Disbandment of the Iriſh Regiments in France 
and Spain, as the moſt ſpeedy and likely Me- 


thod either to traverſe, or come to a Certainty 
about it. But, Sir, to that Advice I humbly 
join another; it is to fend over Perſons of In- 
tegrity, Men of Birth as well as Abilities, Men 

of Fortune and eſtabliſh'd Character, to ſee the 
Iriſh Troops disbanded. Such Men will give 
Weight to the Commiſſion they are charged 
with, and do as much Honour to their Country, 


as it has received Shame and Diſgrace when- 
ever mongrel Upſtarts have been employ'd to 


negociate her Affairs in foreign Courts. 
| Part 
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of Great-Bri Falk, ſhall be the Subject of my 


(56). 
Part of what I think is ſtill further abfolutely 
neceſſary to be done in this Criſis of the Fate 


next. 

J have the Honour to be, with the moſt 

1 Reſpect, and with hearty Wikſhes to, 
e you take the right Road, 


SFR, 
Tour mo} bumble. 
Mofz obedient 
Moſt devoted & ervants 


Gray s- Inn, 
pril 2, 1139 


CALEB D'ANVERS. 
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SIR, 


Hort my Letters to youconcerning 
> the [rip Regiments abroad have 
been fo far honour'd with your 
V. Approbation, that his Excellency 
the Earl of Valdegrave has already 
received the neceſſary Inſtructions, for A 
ing the immediate Disbandment of ſuch of thoſe 
Regiments as are in France, I likewiſe hope, 
that ſome Noblemen, of equal Farr, and 
Diſtinction, will ſoon be ſent to Madrid with 
the like Inſtructions concerning the Jriſb in 
Spain. With theſe Hopes, Sir, I preſume to 
give you another Proſpect of Ireland, in ordre 
to enforce my Arguments for disbanding the 
Irith abroad, and further convince you of the 
Reaſonableneſs of my Advice, and the abſolute 
Neceſſity of liſtening t6 it in the preſent Situa- 
tion of our Affairs, as well as of thoſe of 
France and Spain. As I began before with the 
Roman Catholicks of Ireland, I ſhall continue the 
fame Method at preſent; they being ſtill by 


much 


ſelves, and each of them had a Right to put 


„„ 
much the moſt numerous Body of Men in that 
Kingdom. / | 


I am not ignorant, Sir, that ſome political 


Arithmeticians have told us; that all the landed 
Roman Catholick Intereſt in Ireland does not a- 
mount at preſent to 50,000 Pounds per Annum, 


and is likely to lefſen every Year by the Mea- 
ſures that have been taken, and are ſtill taking. 
T ſhall not, in any Manner, combat this Aſſer- 
tion; if it be true, fo much the worſe for us in 
Calc of an Invaſion either from France or Spain. 
Alexander never could have conquer'd Per/ia 
had his Macedomans been rich; and the poorer 
the 1ri/þ Roman Catholicks are, the leſs they 
have to fear, and the more to hope for from a 
foreign Invaſion. Oh the inconceivable, and | 


may add, fatal Policy of England! Pray, Sir, 


give me Leave to ask you here, what you 
think contributed moſt to our Acquiſition of 
Ireland? Was it our ſuperior Courage? Was it 
our ſuperior Force ? If you think it was either, 
you never were more miſtaken in your Life; 
the {ri themſelves threw their Country into 
our Hands by their own perpetual inteſtine Di- 
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viſions: In a Word, the ſame Cauſes that now 


weaken the Roman Empire, deſtroy'd the Inde- 


pendancy of Ireland, and made it the Foot-ſtool 


of England. Beſides the ſupreme Monarch, 
Ireland had four Provincial Kings who were ever 
at War among themſelves; and thoſe Kings had 
alſo ſeveral ſubordinate Princes in their Domi- 
nions, who, as they were all deſcended from 
one and the ſame Stock with the Kings them- 


in 


we made in ſettling ourſelves. 


ig a: 
in to be ſupreme Monarch himſelf upon every 


Election, paid the Provincial Kings no more 
Allegiance than juſt ſuited their own Humour: 


The conſtant Emplo ment. of. thoſe Kings and 
thoſe Princes was War, and ſheathing their 
Swords in one another's Bowels; this was pre- 


ciſely the Cauſe that open'd a Door for us into 


 drdland; this was preciſely the Condition we 
found the 1ri/þ in at our firſt Entrance; and in 


the ſame Condition they moſt infatuatedly con- 
tinued ſeveral Generations afterwards ; nay, in 
{ome Parts of the Kingdom until Queen Eliza- 
beth's Reign, without ever 3 the Progreſs 


the Scene is ſo alter'd that not the leaſt Traces 


of it remain. The great Lords and Princes that 


uſed to divide the {r;þ Commonalty into almoſt 
as many Intereſts and domeſtick Quarrels, as 
there were great Names in the Kingdom, are 


now no more; they are, except a very few who 


are become Proteſtants, loſt in the general un- 
diſtinguiſh'd Ruin of their Nation; but, Sir, the 
Iriſb Commons ſtill exiſt without any Lords to 
divide, and conſequently to weaken them as 


| heretofore ; ard molt of the antient Gentry are 


dwindled into Farmers upon thirty one Years 
Leaſes at a Rack Rent. This, in my Opinion, 
makes the o/d Iriſh a Body of People much 
more to be apprehended by us, in Caſe of an 


| Invaſion, than we ever found them in the Days 


of their greateſt Proſperity ; for as the Gentry 
are poor, their Emulation and former Envy of 


each others Greatneſs and Power are quite an- 


hihilated ; and as they haye no Eſtates either in 
4 - Houſes 


ut now, Sir, 


. 
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afraid they think no Ch 
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Houſes or Lands, the G6vernment has no ſolid 


Foundation to depend on their good Behaviour; 
in ſo wretched a Condition, they would, in all 


Probability, look upon a Revolution as a Har- 


_ veſt to their Hopes, and their common Poverty 


would unite them to receive an Invader of their 
own Religion with open Arms. Such 'I fear, 
ſhould either France or Spain make an Attempt - 
upon JTreland, would be found the dire Effects of 


our Policy theſe fifty Years paſt: Wheteas had 


we left the Iriſh in a Condition, after the Arti- 
cles of Limerick, to grow rich, or at leaſt eaſy 


in their Circumſtances by an honeſt Induſtry, 


their Acquiſitions would have been now 1o 


many Hoſtages for theit Loyalty to the preſent 


reigning auguſt Family, arid ſo many Securities 
for their Dependance on England But, inſtead 
of this, they are now the Pooreft and the moſt 


miſerable People under the Sun, arid that too 


in one of the moſt fertile and plentiful Coun- 
tries upon Earth: Nay, ſo poor, Sir, that I am 
ange can poſſibly make 
them more wretched. 
But as the Remembrance of paſt Errors is to 
no Purpoſe, except we think of Expedients to 
put a Stop to the Conſequences that naturally 
flow from them as long as they remain untaken 
Notice of, let us conſider, if you pleaſe; Sir, 
what may probably be the Number of the de- 


clared Roman Catholicks in Ireland. 


I have lately heard the Inhabitants of Ireland 
reckon'd to be about Two Millions; of which 
I take One Million four hundred Thouſand to be 


Roman Catholicts; of that Number I ſuppoſe 
700,009 


661 
709,000 Males, and of theſe Males 300,000 
from 16 to 50 Years of Age, whom I may call 
fighting Men upon eh; wo ſuch a Number 
can eaſily ſet on Foot, and recruit as Occaſion 
offers, an Army of 100,000 Men, who, if 
armed by France or Spain, and join'd and diſci- 
plined (the Work but of one Campaign) by the- 
15,000 of thejr Country, that are now in the 
Service of thoſe Crowns, would probably fight 
like Men that had a great deal to win, and 
nothing to loſe; and, 5 am afraid, would cut 
us out more Work than we ſhould be able to 
o through; eſpecially conſidering how we 
and at home, and how great an Advantage it 
would be to France to diſmember or cut off any 
Limbs from the Monarchy of Great-Britain. 
You need not be told, Sir, of what Conſequence 
Ireland would become, and what a Figure it 
would ſoon make in Europe, were it once made 
a ſeparate independant Kingdom; nor how ter- 
rible a Thorn her Situation and Fertility would 
proye in the Side of England. Theſe Things 
you already know hut too well; even every 
thorough Politician in Eyrope knows them ; 
wy $6, I hope you will endeayour to prevent 
them, with that Candour and Good-Nature 
| Which once made the glorious Characteriſtick of 
a true Exgliſoman, with that Juſtice and Mora- 
lity which ought to be inſeparable from a 
Chri/tian, and with that Senſe and good Conduct 
which we might reaſonably N in the Mi- 
zi/ter of the wiſeſt and beſt of Kings. All theſe 
Qualities ought likewiſe to be found in a Mi- 
niſter deſcended from one of the ancienteſt on 
14 e 


5 ( 62 ) 


beſt Families in the Kingdom; a Family muck 
older than the Norman Race, and in which you 
are not the firſt Knight of the Garter. Look 


back then to the Atchievements of your An- 
ceſtors; there was not one of them either 
frenchify'd or ſpaniolix d; no, Sir, they were 
true Engliſhmen, and a glorious Race of Patriots. 
In ſeven or eight hundred Vears they made little 
or no Addition in their paternal Eſtate, but ra- 


ther lefſen'd it, which I take to be not only a 


Proof of their Hoſpitality, but of their Incor- 
ruption. If then you don't make their Virtues 
your great Example, your own Conduct will 


. 


appear but in the more diſhonourable Light by 


the Luſtre of your Deſcent. 
If the Papiſis of Trelan | 
forgot, are to be dreaded, ſhould they find a 
French or Spaniſh Head, are we ſure of the At- 
tachment and Fidelity of the Proteſtants of Ire- 


land? This, Sir, is a Queſtion to be attended 


to They have indeed Eſtates and Poſſeſſions, 
and we may look upon thoſe Eſtates and Poſ- 


ſeſſions as ſo many 1 againſt a Rebellion; 


but that they are a ſufficient Security for the 


* 


Loyalty of the Poſſeſſors, in Caſe of an Invaſion, 
while thoſe Poſſeſſors are hinder'd, by a high 


Hand, from making the moſt of the Product of 


their Eſtates, and a heavy Reſtraint laid on the 
Trade of their Country, is what I am far from 
adviſing you to truſt to. Religion goes far, in- 
deed, with the zealous and the bigotted, and 
has brought the ih Roman Catholicks to Beg- 
gary; but as the Generality of Mankind are 
iway'd by Intereſt, ſhould any foreign 1 

allure 


27" whom 1 Eid imb 
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affure the Proteſtant Iriſb of the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, upon the {ame Footing that che 
Papifts in Holland exercite theirs, with the Poſ- 


| ſaſfion of but half their Eſtates, where there 


are Ir ih P Poprietor 3 to ſatisfy with the other 
Half, and with the Poſſeſſion of the W 


free Trade, might ſtagger their Loyalty, and 
incline them to a Submiffion, rather than run 
the Riſque of having much harder Conditions 
forced upon them; efpecially if they ſaw us 
any Way embarraisd at home, which, perhaps, 
we might foon be, not only by ſome of our 
Neighbours, but by ſuch of the Scots as are not 
yet reconciled to ſome Proceedings that have 
followd the Union. The Scots are but tranf- 


planted 1ri/h, and moſt of the * illuſtrious and 
noble Families of Scotland draw their Origin 


from the ancient Royal Blood of Ireland. 
Among the Proteſtants of Ireland, I believe 
we may reckon very near a fifth Part of them 
to be Converts ſince the Revolution, and conſe- 
quently not to be much depended upon, in caſe 
of an Invaſion, eſpecially as long as the Trade 
of Ireland lies under ſo great a Reſtraint, But, 


Sir, to ſhorten the Argument, I will ſuppole all 
the Iriſþ Proteſtants to be faithfully attach'd to 


the preſent Government ; but though this ſhould 
be Fact, they would ſtill be no Match for the 
Iriſh Roman Cathbolicꝶs, when aſſiſted and diſci- 

plined 


Among others, the Family of Campbel are deſcended in a dire 
Ma 'e Line from Maccon, ſupreme Monarch of Ireland, who began is 
Reign in the Nar of cur Lord 249. 


ole, : 
where there are no old Proprietors to claim; 
fuch Terms, join'd to the Conſideration of a 
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rent from what it was in the Rebellion o 
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plined by their Countrymen now abroad, and 
reinforced by an Army of French and Spaniards : 
| Nay, they would hardly be a Breakfaſt for 
| them. The Cale would be found We diffe- 


1641 

for then, Sir, the [ri Roman Catholicks fought 
with greater Animoſity againſt one another than 
againſt the Proteſtauts themſelves. According 
to their old Cuſtom, they were divided into 
three or four Factions; Moregb O Brien, Earl 


of Inchiquin, commanded an Army af them in 


a contrary Intereſt; the Marquis of Ormond, 
who was created a Duke after the Reſtoration, 
commanded another Army of them implicitly 


far the King; the Supreme Council of the Con- 


federate Catholicks of Ireland had allo their 


Army; and Owen Roe O Neil had likewiſe his 
in the North. All theſe Armies were ſo far 


from being in one and the ſame Intereſt, that 
wherever they met they did the Work of 
England, and drubb'd one another very heartily ; 
but at that Time they had great Lords to divide 
them, as I have already obſerved: A Diſadvan- 
tage which they don't labour under at preſent. 
Beſides, Sir, they wanted experienced Officers 
and Generals to command them, becauſe there 


was not then any Body of 1riþ in foreign Ser- 


vice, to learn the Art of War, and teach it to 
their Countrymen. O Mei, indeed, had been 
bred in the Spanih Service, and was a great 
General; hut then, Sir, he was the only one 
they had, and did the Engliſb infinitely more 
Service, by the Relief of Londonderry, when 
beſieged by the Scots, than he ever did to his 

he ph Countrymen ; 
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Fountrymen; becauſe he ſet up upon an Intereſt 
very different from the View of the Confederate 
Roman Catholicks of Ireland, who never intend= 
ed to withdraw their Allegiance from their 
King, but to defend themſelves from the Rebel 
Parliament of England, when his Majeſty was 
in no Condition to protect them from the De- 
ſtruction with which they were threaten'd. This 


is a brief, but true State of their Caſe; and ſince 
I have digreſs'd a little from my Subject, permit 
me to go a Step or two farther in Regard to 
Corfica, The Cor ſicans took up Arms to free 
themſelves from the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of 
the Genoeſe ; the Attempt was virtuous and lau- 
dable ; it was highly becoming Men of Courage, 
Nature dictated it, and it ought to meet with 


the F pe of every Man of Honour, 


every Lover of Liberty. But notwithſtanding 
all their Bravery, do you think, Sir, that they 
could have defended themſelves near ſo long 
and fo gloriouſſy as they have done, had it not 
been for their Countrymen in Service abroad, 
who, as Opportunity permitted them, crowded 


home to the Reſcue of their injured and op- 


preſſed Country? No, Sir, they could not; and 
the Cale of the Corficans is as ſtrong an Argu- 
ment as any I have produced, either in this or 


any of my former Letters to you, for your de- 
manding the immediate Disbandment of the 
Triſh Regiments in the Service of France and 


Spain. But to return from this Digreſſion. 
After all the Arguments I have uſed to ſhew 
the Danger we have to apprehend from Ireland, 


thould France or Spain bend their Thoughts that 


Way, 


„ 
8X 
4%, 


ü Way, it may, perhaps, be preten 


encroaching falſe 


) 


are in no Danger at all from thence; this, I ſay, 


may be pretended by thoſe Gentlemen who 


would have us employ all our Care and Patriot- 


iſm on the dirty unpav'd Streets of Meſtminſter, 
and are induced with the Faculty of arguing 


Point-blank to Day againſt what they ſtrenuouſly 


aſſerted Yeſterday. They will very probably | 
tell us that aur Fleets are more than ſufficient to 


prevent any Invaſion whatever, and hinder. any 


Forces from landing either in Great-Britain or 


treland; but if this Argument is good here, 


why was it not valid when the Emperor was 
taudly demanding the Performance of our Trea- 
ties, and our Affiſtance to ſave him fram beco- 
ming a Sacrafice to the Ambition of the Houſe of 


Bourbon, in one of the moſt unjuſt Wars that e- 
ver was undertaken againſt any Prince? Why 


was it not valid, when we were involving the 
Nation in a zew Debt, by additional Forces to 


PREVENT 4 SURPRIZE from Powers, to the 

Progreſs of whoſe but too ſuceeſsful Arms we were 

not then giving the leaſt e Why was it 
a 


not valid when the whole Nation without Doors 
was in one uniyerfal Cry for a War againſt Spain, 


for vindicating the Honour of Britain, for reven- 
ging the Inſults ſhe had received, and for procu- 
ring ample Satisfaction for the Depredations and 


Nobberies committed on ber Merchants by the 


Spaniards? However, Sir, I confeſs that our 

Fleets can perform Wonders, when well employ'd, 
either in defending our Coaſts, or in chaſtiſing a 
haughty depredating Enemy, or an intriguing 

„ but Fleets that 

| are 
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are always npon the defen/ive, never can defend a 

Country any long Time; the Wind that brings 

on the Enemy keeps thoſe Fleets in their Ports, 

which King James the Second found to his Coſt. 
The true Way, then, to preſerve our Coaſts, is 

to go and ſeek our Enemies, for that will hinder 
them to come and ſeek for us; and had King 

James taken this Method, his Fleet would not 

have been tied Neck and Heels by the ſame 4 

Wind that triumphantly wafted the Prince of — 

Orange and the welcome Datehmen to the Eng li N 

Shore. F , | | | 

But, Sir, lay what Streſs 7 pleaſe upon ous . 

Fleets; let them be never ſo invincible, wen 

they are permitted to look for our Enemies, let | > 4,4 

them be as great Security to us as Uncertainticongs+s 

can poſſibly admit of; ſhould we be the worſe — 

for having ſtill a greater and better Security? . 

King William's Expedition to England has de- © 

monſtrated beyond Contradiction, that certain 

Winds may make our Fleets of no Uſe; would 

it then be amiſs to make an effectual Provi/zor 

for baffling the Attempts of any 1zvaders What- 

ever, ſhould even our Fleets at any Time fail 

us, and theſe Invaders ſucceed fo far as to land? 4 

If you ask me, in what that Proviſſon conſiſts, 

PI tell you, Sir, Ir conſiſts in your proper Mea- 

fares for REGAINING the HEARTS of the People 

of England, in 61viING a the ENCOURAGE- 

MENT to the Trade and Objects of Commerce for 

Scotland, which they ſti] greatly want, and | 

which they highly delerve, and in taking IR &- 

LAND into an Union. An Union with Ireland, 4 

and a due, a fincere Encrttragement given to Scot- 
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land, would effectually recover England from her 
preſent languiſhing and almoſt deſperate Conditi- 
on; and not only ſo, but very ſoon make us the 


moſt flouriſhing Nation in Europe, and the Britiſh 


Empire the moſt powerful Univerſe. This; Sir, 
is therefore my humble Advice to you, it comes 
from a friendly, a ſincere Heart; and I will ven- 
ture to pronounce it to be the very beſt you ever 
received in your Life. But as I know it will put 
the French and Spaniſh Factions here all in a 
Flame, and, perhaps give Umbrage to the 
Hoollen Manufafurers, and ſeveral other Men 
who well mean to their Country, but who, for 


Want of thoroughly ſcanning the Matter, im- 


politickly think that every Advantage to Ireland 
would be a real Detriment to England, I ſhall 


make the UNION I have propoled, and the 


Conſequences that would attend it, the princi- 
pal Subjects of my next. | 
I have the Honour to be, with moſt profound 


Reſpect and Attachment, 


SIR, 
Nur moſt humble 
Mc? obedient 

Ma devoted Servant, 


Gray's-Inn, 
April 10, 1739. 


CALEB D'ANVERS. 


LETTER 


AM moſt humbly of Opinion, that 
my laſt Letter to you has ſuffici- 
ently demonſtrated the Dangers to 


of Ireland; and likewiſe ſhewn 
3 that the fat ing that Kingdom into 
the UN TON would be the moſt politick and ef- 
fectual Method to traverſe all ſuch Deſigns as 
France and Spain are now hatching againſt us. 
That the Bourbon Miniſters have theſe ſeveral 
Years been laying Schemes for the Ruin of Eng- 
land, is what very few Men in the Nation can 
now poſſibly doubt of; nay, Sir, I dare lay my 
Life upon the Iſſue, that you don't doubt of it 
yourſelf, But {till I am ſenſible, that even the 
Mention of an Union with Ireland, may found 
harſh in the Ears of ſome Eugliſomen, who, 
from the Prejudices of a very wrong Education, 
and the Artitice of Knaves, have been taught to 
look upon the 1rifh as unworthy of any other 
Fate, than that of being Slaves to England. 
This, Sir, give me Leave to ſay, has been one 


K 2 > of 


be apprehended from an Invaſon 
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ee 
of the Rocks upon which England has been 
built, by making the proper Advantages of her 
Folly: I can call it but Folly, Wor, the Iriſh 
are modeſt enough to give it no other Appella- 


tion. 


But however prevalent the Prejudices of Edu- 
cation may be among ſome People, who look 
upon the Legends of Temple, Borlace, and a few 
other Writers, inſpirited with the ſame malevo- 
lent Spirit, to be both orthodox Hiſtory and Po- 
liticks, the Queſtion is not now what we ſhall do 
for the Iriſb, but what Neceſſity calls upon us to 
do for our ſelves? To let Ireland remain as it is 
at preſent, will, in all human Probability, be 
attended with moſt diſmal Conſequences to Exg- 


land within a very few Years; nay, the Fore- 


runner of the Evils we are to expect from it, are 
every Day manifeſting themlelves in the Face of 
the Sun; and yet we ſeem almoſt as ſtupid and 
inactive for our own Preſervation, as Men that 


have juſt received Sentence of Death without any 


Probability of a Pardon. We know that France 
makes a Hand, and but too benehcial a one, God 
knows! of our preſent Conduct and Regard to 
Ircland, and will every Year make a better, un- 
til it proves too late for us to attempt, or even 
ſo much as think of a Cure for ſo terrible an E- 
vil with any Probability of Succels ; but never- 
theleſs we leem to act like Men in a Dilemma, 
and wait the fatal Moment, as if there was no 
Probability of avoiding it. What ſhall we do, 
lay ſome People; ſhall we, to avoid the Encroach- 
ments of France, throw our Trade into the 
Hands of the J. ih, which would be the ne 
| c 
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ed Conſequence of an Union with Ireland ? 
This, Sir, is the popular Objection, and J con- 
feſs it carries a very plauſible Front; but I will 
likewiſe venture to ſay, that it is not made by 
any one Man who thorowly underſtands the true 
Intereſt of Exgland, and is not at the ſame Time, 
either priyately to that of France, or ſway'd by 
the Conſideration of his own private Profit in the 
articular Branch of Trade which he follows: 
But ſuch Men are not to be reaſon'd with ; ſhould 
[ even grant them their Argument, they would 
not be the leſs in the Wrong; for it is as demon- 
ſtrable as any Propolition in Euclid, that it would 
be infinitely more eligible 20 throw even ALL our 
Trade into the Hauds of the Iriſh, than let the 
French engroſs it away from us. Should the 


* 


French get the entire Poſſeſſion of all our great 


Branches of Trade, for which they ſpare nei- 
ther Pains, nor Induſtry, nor Artifice, what 
would be the Conſequence? Would not the 
Wealth by pouring in upon them, by the In- 
creaſe of their Trade and Deſtruction of ours, 
be employ'd in either reducing us to a Province 
to France, or in making us Tools in all dirty 
and Treaty-work, or elle in forcing a Pretender 
upon us at their own Terms? This, Sir, would 
be the Conſequence of letting the French get our 
Trade; but quite different would be hat of 
allowing the Teil an open and free Trade by an 
Union. If, upon an Union, the Number of Re- 
preſentatives for the Lords and Commons of 
Ireland ſhould be equal to thoſe of Scotland, we 
ſhould always have reſiding among us Sixty one 
Hoſtages for the Fidelity of the 1r1þ, 4 
wou 


1 


Would ſpend their Fortunes in England; moſt of 


the Iriſh Nobility and Gentry would likewiſe 


ſpend the greateſt Part of their Time, and con- 


fequently of their Eſtates here, not only make 


2 Figure at Court, where they might then expect 
to be more regarded, but alſo to educate their 
Children: So that whatever Riches ſhould accrue 


to Ireland, from an open free Trade, which, in 


the Main, would be but ſo much kept out of the 


Clutches of the French, the greateſt Part of them 
would at laſt centre in England, vhilſt the 1rifþ, 
at the ſame Time, inſtead of their preſent 


wretched Poverty, of which I have ſufficient- 
ly ſhewn we have Abundance of Realon to dread 
the Conſequences, would grow warm and happy 


in their Circumſtances, and be equally attached 
to Euoland by Inclination as well as Intereſt. Can 


then any Engliſhman that withes well to his 


Country, and has not the PRETENDER /urking 


in the Boſom of his Co N Duc, or at leaſt of his 


Wiſkes, helitatea Moment which to chuſe, whe- 


ther to let the French run away with our Trade, 


or to ſuffer the Jriſh to make the moſt of their 


own Products; when we lent the HYoollen Nea- 
vers of Ireland a begging by an AQ of Parlia- 


ment, which if T remember right, paſſed in King 


William's Time, our Moollen Manufacturers here 


expected Mountains of Profit from that refined 
Piece of Policy; but a little Time demonſtrated 
that they reckon'd without their Hoſt. Several 
of the Iriſh Manuſacturers were forced Abroad 
to ſeek for Bread, and were ſure to be much 
better received among Foreigners, than among 
their Fellow Subjects in Eugland. The [ri 
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Moo ſoon found the Way after them; and by 
that Act of Parliament France has GAIN ED more 
Millions Sterling than would pay all our publick 
Debts. She alto victualled her Fleets with the 
Proviſions of Ireland, whenever ſhe wanted to 
attack us at Sea; and with {riþ Proviſions ſhe 
has ever ſince ſupported and maintained her Su- 
gar Colonies, which muſt otherwiſe have ſtar- 
ved; nay, ſupported and increaſed them to ſuch 
a Degree, that they have not only eclipſed, but 
almoſt ruin'd ours: While we, at the lame Time 
were ſuch mighty Politicians, that we would not 
ſuffer the Ir ih to trade to our own Sugar Coloz 
nies with Proviſions but under the wife Reſtriction 
of being obliged, at their Return, to enter their 
Ships and Cargo into ſome Port of England, be- 
fore they could break Bulk, or diſpoſe of the 
leaſt Part of it in Ireland. So that when an J- 
ri/þ Ship came home from any Sugar Iſlands, or 
Plantations, ſhe was obliged to put to Sea again, 
and come and enter into ſome Cuſtom-Houſe or 
other in Exgland; by Means more Ships have 
been loſt than in their Voyages to and from the 
Heſt-Indies ; belides the additional Expence thoſe 
that eſcaped were put to. The Phraſe as I re- 
member, was then with ſome People, and I be- 
lieve may be the fame ſtill, Ireland muſt be kept 
under, otherwiſe ſhe will grow to Rich for Eng- 
land; but the Beetles in Politicks, who contrived 
that hopeful Act, could not, or at leaſt would 
not ſee that, in the Nature of Things, we 
cannot keep Ireland under without aggrandi- 
zing France. The 1riſþ ſoon felt their Lotles, 
they were ſenſible of the Hardſhips they Ebene 
Under 


„„ 
under, by . to ſend their Ships to 


England after their Return from America, and 
therefore ſold their Proviſions to the French as 
che moſt gainful and leaſt hazardous Way; the 


immediate Effects of which was, the Frenc 
Colonies began to flouriſh, and had Proviſion 


in greater Plenty, and much cheaper than ours. 
Now, Sir, to be aſcertained of the Truth of 


all that I have faid, let a Publicł Examination 
be made into the preſent Condition of our Sugar 


Colonies, and let it be as publickly compared 
with that of the French Colonies: But I believe 
you may rather take my Word in this Point, 


than be at the Trouble of diſproving me. Call 


likewiſe for the Books of the Smyrna Company, 


conſult alſo our Span Merchants, and then 


you will be convinced of the infinitely more 
than Guarda Goſta Depredations committed on 
our own M oollen Trade, by our Acts of Parlia- 
ment againſt the Woollen Manufacturers of Ire- 
laud. The Milchiefs we have already ſhewn by 
theſe impolitick Acts, are farther viſible in the 
diſtreſſed Condition of vaſt Number of Weavers, 


and other People bred up in the Moollen Bulineſs, 


who are now periſhing for Want of Employ- 


ment; theſe Miſchiefs are daily encreaſing, but 


the greateſt, Miſchief of all is, that the French 


Holler Manufacturers and Merchants flourith 


and grow rich by our Overſight, or ſomething 
worſe, while thole of Great-Britain are propor- 

tionably linking into Poverty and Want. 
You have I ſuppoſe, Sir, heard the Language 
which one of the Miniſters of France lately 
made Uſe f to the Dutch upon the — 
rade 


* 

Trade. It is ſo remarkable that, in my humble 
Opinion, there is not a Man in England, but 
ought to have it hung up in Writing or Print in 
every Room of his Houle ; nay, it ought to be 
hung up in our Churches and Play-Houſes, at the 
Corner of every Street in this Metropolis, and in 
all the Places of publick Reſort in this Kingdom, 
that the People, whether at their Devotion or 
Diverſions, whether upon Buſineſs, or at their 
Meals, might ever have before their Eyes, ſo 
illuſtrious a Monument of the Gratitude, Friend- 
ſhip and good Intentions of France to us, after all 
the Services we have render'd here theſe twenty 
ſeven Years paſt, particularly in ſaying her from 
Deſtruction by the Treaty of Utretchr. 

'The Words made UC of by Monſieur Orr: 
Comptroller General of the Finances (that is to 
ſay Lord Treaſurer) of France, to Minheer Fan- 
Hoey the Dutch Embaſlador at Paris were as fol- 
low—— That as there was ſo great Commerce 
carried on between Frarce and Holland, and 
« ſuch a vaſt Quantity of foreign (Engliſh) 
«© STUFFS carried into and fold within the Domi- 
* nions of the Republick, it appeared ſurpri- 
« 7zing to his Majeſty (the French King) that 
« STUFFs of the Hoollen Manufacture of his 
« Kingdom ſhould in ſome Sort be prohibited 
© by the Dutch, whilſt, at the ſame Time, 
te they received a prodigious Quantity of all Sorts 
*« of STUFFS from ANOTHER NATION (mean- 
c ing ENGLAND) which were not only WORSE 
te j Quality, but BEARER than thoſe made in 
& France. Mr. Orry, the Comttroiler, likewiſe 
* touched upon the Article of Linncn Cloth. 

| | L He 
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He ſaid upon this Subject, that tho? the Inte- 
* reſt of the King's Subjects demanded that 705 
and ſhould be comprehended in the Prohibi- 


tion made to Linnens coming from orcion 


« Countries (into France) his Majeſty has hither- 


to been pleaſed to continue the Permiſſion of 


bringing them into France; he therefore Very 
« much deſired that (Woollen) CLOTEHS and 
«© STUFFS made at Liſle and in French Flanders 
« might for the future be permitted and brought 
*« into the united Provinces. | | 

Now, Sir, is not this a moſt worthy Ha- 
rangue? Ought it not to rouze your Indignation, 
and fill your Soul, if it is Eng/i/h, with Reſent- 
ments ſuitable to the Ingratitude and Diſhoneſty 
with which you here lee your Country attack'd ? 
France not content with ftealing away every 
Day prodigious Quantities of our Wool, la- 
bours to the utmoſt of her Power, to prevent 
us from vending ſuch ManufaQtures as we 
make of the Part which ſhe cannot deprive us 
of, and to this End endeayours to throw us 
us out of one of the beit Markets we have left. 
The French Miniſters, fortooth, are furpriz'd, 
that the Dutch take our STUFFs ; nay, Sir, they 
ſeem very angry with them for doing ſo, and in- 
directly threaten them with a total Prohibition 
of their Hollands, if they don't for the future 
0 fiſe our STUFFS and BROAD CLOTHS and take 
THOSE of Lifle and French Flanders, which Mr. 
Orri ſays are better in Quality and Cheaper in 
Price than ours. — This is his Meaning, or he 


means nothing. But, Sir, ought not Toy, ought 


not all Britain, to be the more ſurpriz'd to hear 
a 


99-1. - 
2 Frenchman talk at this Rate, and boaſt the Ex- 
cellency and Cheapneſs of the Moollen Manufac- 
tures of France over thoſe of England; when it 
is evident that France could have no H/00!/en 
Manufafures for any Market on the Globe, 


were it not for the Woo L ſhe sTEA Ls from Great 


Britain or Ireland? Good God! — muſt we 


ſuffer this any longer What Briton can keep 
within Bounds of Patience, or even common 
Decorum, when he ſees his Country ſo openly 
injur'd, ſo impudently inſulted and attack'd by 
Thieves on one Side, and Pyrates on the other ! 
Sir, if theſe Words give you any Offence let your 
Anger be directed againſt THOSE MEN, who are 
leaving no Sro NE unturn'd to deſtroy our Trade, 
as the ſhorteſt Method to deſtroy the Proteſſant 
Succeſſion and deprive us of our Liberty. I call 
every Man abroad a Thief that buys up our o 
- becauſe he knows it to be ſtolen Goods; if it is not 
ſtole from the Kingdom in general, and he that 
buy it encourages the Theft: He is therefore a 
Thief himſelf, I will call every Man a Pyrate 
that either robs our Merchants at Sea in Time 
of Peace, or preſumes to inſult or ſearch our 
Ships on the high Seas, whatever foreignCom- 

miſſion he may have for doing io. 
And now, Sir, as the Word SEARCH has na- 
tyral fallen in my Way, I moſt humbly beg 
Leave to ask you a Queſtion. I ſhall always 
look upon the Prerogative of the Crown to be 
as ſacred as the Liberty and Property of the 
People, and would therefore be glad to know 
whether his Majetty's Prerogative extends ſo far 
as, without an expreſs A of Parliament for the 
2 Purfoj8 


1 — 
Purpoſe, to grant the King of Spain a Power by 
Treaty to ſearch our Ships when they are not in 
his Ports? A SEARCH not only expoſes the Li- 
berty of the Captains and Seamen to the Cruelty 
of Foreigners, but alſo endangers the Property 
of the Owners of the Ship and Cargo to fatisfy 
their Avarice; for, Sir, I beg Leave to tell you 
that the great Itch the Spaniards have to ſearch 
our Ships, ſhews allo that they have altogether 
as great Itch to ſeize and plunder them, for which 
an Excuſe will never be wanting, let the Scene 
of the Robbery be within a hundred Leagues or 
a Cable's Length of the Shore, when the Jobb 
is to be done, and the Spaniards are crowd- 
ing into a Ship,. it is but dropping a Bag of 
Piaſters in a private Place for to be found again 
in rummaging, and then a Prize! A Prize! is the 
Word. If then, Sir, his Majeſty's Prerogative 
extends ſo far as to grant a Power to Foreigners 
that may prove ſo deſtructive not only to the Pro- 
perties, but to the Liberty and even the Lives of 
his Subjects, I have nothing more at preſent to 
ſay upon this Article; but if it does not, and if 
the ſame Liberty and Property is attached to a 
Þriton, wherever he is venturing his Life and 
Fortune to encreaſe the national Stock of Great 
Britain, | would adviſe Don Keene and Don Ca- 
fires, to conſult their Courage before they ſign 
any Treaty with Spain, that includes a Search of 
Ships when out of Port, upon any Account 
or Pretence whatloever, and further ask them- 
ſelves how they wou'd like a Jigg at T-—, to 
the Tune of old -s and & 2 


But it is Time to return to Mr. Orri's famous 
Hotch- 
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Hotchpotch of a Speech to Mr. Fan Hoey —— 
That crafty Archer ſhoots with two Strings to his 

Bow, and poiſons his Arrows: He not only en- 
dea vours to ſhoot us out of our Market in Hol- 
land, but to ſcatter firſt a Coolneſs, and then an 
open Variance between us and the Dutch. Be- 
hold the bleſſed Effect of our Conduct to Ireland! 


This, Sir is a Specimen of the Favours we are 


to expect from the French when we let them ſeize 
the Remainder of our Trade, for Fear the Iriſh 
ſhould enjoy the common Right of all Mankind, 
which is that of trading with the Product and 
| ManufaQtures of their own Country; and which 
I ſhall further prove in my next Letter would be 
not only an Advantage to the Trade of England 
itſelf, but break that Net in which France thinks 
ſhe has now entangled us. 

Pleaſe in the mean Time to approve my En- 
deavours, and alſo to accept with moſt profound 
Reſpect and Attachment, with which I have the 
Honour to be, 


$73 
Tour mo humble 
Moft obedient 
No? devoted & ervant, 


Gray's Inn, 
April 17, 1739. 


CALEB DAN VERS. 


LETTER 


1 N, 


Nr has been obſerved by a Crowd 


n & of Writers of all Ages and Na- 
WY tions, that there is no Underta- 
YZ king ſo difficult, not any one Thing 
ſo dangerous, as to attempt to 
ſave our Country when the Men at 
the Helm have an Intereſt in its Deſtruction, ei- 
ther for their own perſonal Safety, which they 
think cannot be ettabliſh'd by any other Means, 
or with the View of appropiating the greateſt 
Part of the publick Spoils to their own private 
Emolument : For when ſuch Men are in Power 
the more a private Perſon exerts himſelf for the 
Service of the Publick, (which by the Bye, Sir, 
you know to be his Duty) the more he traverſes 
their Schemes, the more open he thereby lays 
himſelf to miniſterial Reſentments, and the 
greater Butt he becomes of all the Misfartunes 
attending them. This, Sir, is a Truth which I 
believe will hardly be controverted with me; 
and therefore, as I have not hitherto received 


any Interruption ftom the Gentlemen of thy 
| | Daisy 
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Daily Gazetteer, ſince T began this Sort of Cor- 
ſpondence with you, nor any Moleſtation or diſ- 
agreeable Viſit from the other much more for- 
midable Gentlemen call'd Meſſengers of State, 

tho? this is my Seventh Letter, I flatter myſelf 
that in Spight of all the Calumny with which 
you have been very unjuſtly and cruelly loaded, 
you have not only Bowels, but very tender ones 
too for your Country, and are ſeriouſly inclined 
to ſerve her if the proper Means for fo doing 
are laid before you. With this Opinion of your 
Honeſty and good Senſe I writ my firſt Letter to 
you, with the ſame Opinion I have continued 
writing ever ſince, and reſolve to continue doing 
ſo, until I ſee what I have had the Honour to 
propoſe to you, either fairly and honeſtly put 
in Execution, or publickly demonſtrated to be 
_ abſurd or impracticable. VE 
In my laſt Paper I laid down and defended a 
Principle that it would be infinitely more eligi- 
ble in us to throw even ALL our Trade into the 
Hands of the Iriſh, than to let the French engroſs it 
away from Us. This I ſay ſtill, and think I can 
defend it againſt any Man living; but I am, ne- 
vertheleſs, very far from believing that we ſhould 
throw, either ALL our Trade or any Part of it 
into the Hands of the Ii by allowing them to 
make the moſt of their own Products in the ſame 
Manner that we make the m97 of ours: No, Sir, 
common Obſervation tells me juſt the contrary, 
and I can even produce the Authority of the 
M---1 Writers themſelves to ſupport my Opinion. 
It is not many Wecks ſince we were told in a 
very publick Manner, by the Adyocates for he 
0» 
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Convention, that the French have two Tin ps, 
or oN E HALx at leaſt, of all the Treaſure that 


comes from the Spanih Me- Indies; this a Fact 


which neither you, nor I, nor any Man in Pri- 


tain doubts of; but how comes this to be Fact, 
How comes it paſs that the French, with very 
few Objects of their own Product for a Spaniſh 
Market, have now a greater Share in the Wealth 
coming from the Spaniſh Meſi- Indies, than even 
Spain itſelf and all the other Nations of Europe 
ye together? This is a very neceſſary Queſtion, 

ecauſe the Solution of it will naturally lead Us, 
I mean, Sir, provided we have your Permiſſion 


and Aſiſtance, to the Cure of an Evil which will 


otherwiſe deſtroy us. It was the Wool of Ire- 
land, manufactured in France, that put the French 
into the Way to outſtrip us in our Spaniſo Trade, 
eſpecially that Part of it relating to the Spanih 


He/t-Indies, and that has fince procured them the 


largeſt Share in the Galleons, Fl:ti/la, Aſſogues 
Ships. Fatal Conſequences of our Acts of Par- 
liament againſt the Woollen Manufacturers of Ire- 
land! let me therefore intreat your Patience to 
hear a ſhort Anecdote. 8 
In the Year 1719, Mr. Law, who began to 
extend his Projects for the Intereſt of France, in 


Proportion as he grew in Power and Reputation 


there, ſent over to London for Patterns of all 
the Goods, wherein any Hool was made Ule of, 
with which our South-Sea Company traded to the 
Spaniſh America; he like Wiſe ſent one Page!t to 
engage a great Number of /oollen Manufacturers 
here; and at the ſame Time gave Commiſſions 
to ſcveral [rip Merchants in France to get all 

the 


E 

the Wool they poſſibly could from Ireland. All 
this I can then aſſure you to be Fact; I was then 
in France, I knew the Merchants that had Com- 
miſſion given them; I likewiſe knew Paget, all 


of Disburſements and Expences fell into my 
Hands, as did alſo the aboye-mention'd Pat- 
tern of Goods, which, after Mr. Law left France, 
{ ſhew'd to his late Majeſty's Embaſladar at Paris 
Mr, Law was likewiſe about contracting for 
all the Wool of Spain, but a very few Days be- 
fore he fell; and this too I can aſſure you to be 
Fact, becauſe I was preſent in two Converſations 
he had upon the Subject with Perſons proper to 
be commithoned in the Affair. Now, Sir, the 


Deſign of all this, which you may take upon my 


Word, was entirely to deſtroy our Spaniſh and 
South-Sea Trade; and tho' the Author of the 
Project was forced to give Way to Fate, this 
very Deſign has been purſued ever ſince in vari- 
ous Shapes, and with but too much Succels, as 
we find to our Coſts; witneſs the one Half at 
leaſt which the M -I Writers themſelves ſay 
the French haye in all the Wealth coming from 
the Spam/h Weſt-Indies, © © 
Here, Sir, a Remark very naturally occurs, 
which was made by the Author of the Golden 
Fleece, and other Gentlemen who have lately 
writ againſt WooL-RUNNING, viz, That one 
Pack of Iri/þ/o0! works up two Packs of French, 
which otherwiſe would not be worth a Farthing 
for any foreign Market. - This being certain, 
it is plain that if the 1r; were permitted, by 
an UNION, to work up all the Wool themſelves, 
: | M which 


his Letters to Mr. Law, and ſeveral of his Bills 
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which they now ſell to the French, and carry it 
directly manufactured to any foreign Marker, 
that did not interfere with the Rights of our 
great Companies, they could do but one third Part 
of the Damage to the Trade of Great-Britain, 
which we now ſuffer by their Wool going raw to 
France. But, Sir, why dol talk at all of Da- 
mage ? It is evident, that the Jriſb, by ſuch a 
Permiſſion, would regain one Third, and we the 
other two thirds of the Trade which the French 
have encroach'd away from us, by our Infatua- 
tion in ſo long ſuffering them to manufacture the 
Iriſh Woot. As for Example, Sir, let us ſuppoſe 
that the French get every Year but 30,000 Packs 
of Lib Wool, and even pay ſo extraordinary a 
Price for it as Eight Pounds a Pack one with a- 
nother ; this Wool they work up with 60,000 


* Packs of their own coarſe Wool, at about the 


Value of Fifty Shillings of our Money per Pack, 
ſo that the prime Coſt of the whole 90, ooo 
Packs 18 920,000 /. Sterling in Appearance; but 
Sir, we mult dedu@ out of this Sum at leaſt 30 
per Cent, which the French make on the Goods 
and Merchandizes of their own Country, with 
which they purchaſe the Moo of Ireland; this 
Deduction will amount to 72,000). for the $0,000 
Packs of 1ri/þ Hoot above-mention'd, which is 
all clear Gain to France, and reduce the prime 
» Colt of the 90,000 Packs of Irifh and French 


Wool to be worked up together, to 318000 J. 


Sterling. Now, Sir, is it poſſible, for the Mol. 
len Manuſacturers of Great- Britain, to purchaſe 
90,000 Packs of His Wool any thing near 
to cheap? if they cannot, is there any hw 

| man 
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man Appearance, or the leaſt Probability under 
the Sun, that, cruſh'd down ſuch prodigious 
Diſadvantages, they cannot ſupport our M oollen 
Trade, and ſtand their Ground againſt the En- 
croachments of the French, but by keeping the 
| Triſh Wal from going to France? And, Sir, is it 
poſſible for us ta keep the 1ri/b Fool at home by 
any Means but what J have propoſed? If it is, 
why has it not been done in Eighteen Tears of 
your Adminiſtrations ; 

But, Sir, to wath you as white as Snow in this 
Point, I aſſert that it is not poſſible to keep the 
I: 1h Wool at home by any other Means than an 
Union with Ireland; for the Addreſs and Dexte- 
rity of the French, join'd to the Diſtreſs and 
Reſentment of the Iriſh, will always be too 
hard for all the Laws we can make, if they car- 
ry Severity, Partiality, or Injuſtice in them; or 
at, leaſt if the 1ri/þ view them in ſuch a Light. 
Thus nothing, Sir, but a free Trade for Ire- 
land, UNDER ſuch certain REGULATIONS as 
the ſriſh themſelves will g/adly conſeut to, can 
preſerve the Trade of Great-Britain from the 
voracious Jaws of France; and why then any 
Man in Eng land ſhould then be againſt ſuch a 
Piece of natural Juſtice to the Ir, when it 
would be attended with ſuch viſible and ſuch 
immediate Adyantages to Britain, and without 
which, Eng/and mult inevitably be loſt in a very 
few Years, is what would be impothble to ac- 
count for, were not Cor: uption and private Vil- 
lany arriv'd to that amazing Height, in which 
we now behold it, in this ance generous, great 


aud publick-ſpirited Nation, 
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Clocks, Watches Sc. would it be an Ways let- 
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From what has been ſuid, it is 2 plan De- 

monſtration, that the keeping the 1r;b oof 

from the French would be a vaſt Adva cage 


to our South Sea and Levant Companies; the 
keeping the 17; Provifions from France would 


be likewiſe of yaſt Service to our Ea? India 
Companies and Sugar Coloptes ; but that the al- 
— Itifþ Nation the Benefit of their o 
ucts, the inſeperable Badge of Freen 
would be prejudicial to any of the Parties 
have juſt mention d, is what never can be adva 
ced but by Bp 
As then our great trading ComPantss could 
not poffibly receive any Prejudice from an Union 
with Jrelazd, of which I hope to ſee you th 
slorious Inſtrument, but, on the contrary, would 
e highly benefitted by it; as our Moollen Ma- 
#1:factarers would likewiſe have much more 
Buſineſs than at preſent, becauſe the French 
would then be KI out of all thoſe Markets 
abroad, of which they have now got Poſſeſſion, 
by our own Faults much more than their Ad- 


| refs, I would very gladly be inform'd, Sir, 


what Part of the Trade of Great-Britain would 
ſuffer by allowing a free Trade to Ireland. The 
Demand for our Corn, Coals, Tin, Lead, Lea- 

ther, Hard-Ware, Mathematical Inſtruments, 


ſen'd, or would it not rather be increaſed ? Would 


uor Newfoundland Fiihery ſuffer by it? He 
that thinks it would, deſerves a Cap and Bells. 
But, Sir, I ſhall not enter into any larther Detail 
at this Time, becauſe I hear, and I humbly aſ- 
{ure you it is wich {mall Concern, that you 
| arg 
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are not able to read or attend to a Lecture of a 
_ Epiſtle at 3 But I hope with all my 


Soul, that a ſpeedy Re-eſtabliſhment of your 
Health will give a freſh Opportunity of laying 
not only the reſt of this Argument for an Union 
with Jreland before you, but allo the other Mea- 
ſures to be taken for recovering the old Grand 
Alliance out of the Talons of France; for ſecu- 
ring Rw//ia in our Intereſt; and for orig the 
Houſe of Auſtria to that INDEPENDANT Luſtre 
and Power from which it has of late moſt unfor- 
tunately fallen: All which ſeem to me to be 
- abſolutely neceflary to be perform'd, or at leaſt 
undertaken, by a Minifter who would wiſely a- 
void the Suſpicion of taking Ways and Means, 
for bringing about another REvoLoTion in 
Britain. 
Accept the Repetition of my Wiſhes for your 
Recovery, and believe that no Man upon Earth 
can be more honozrably, or with greater Reſpe& 
attach'd to you, than is, 


SIR, 
Your mot humble 
WA obedient | 
Mot devoted Servant, 


Gray's Inn, 
April 24, 1759 


CALEB DANVERS. 
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